
Lighthouse Federation 
Upper Key Stage 2  RE Curriculum  

Cycle 1 

Term Focus Religion / 
World View 

Core question Core knowledge Curriculum links 

Autumn 1 Theology Christianity How can following God 
bring freedom and Justice? 
 
(Understanding Christianity) 
 

 The Old Testament tells the story of a particular group of 
people, the children of Israel, known as the People of 
God- and their relationship with God.  

 The story of Moses and the Exodus shows how God 
rescued his people from slavery in Egypt; Christians see 
this story as looking forward to how Jesus’ death and 
resurrection also rescue people from slavery to sin. 

 Christians apply this idea to living today by trying to serve 
God and to bring freedom to others; for example, loving 
others, caring for them, bringing health, food, justice, and 
telling the story of Jesus.  

 Christians see the Christian church as the People of God, 
and try to live in a way that attracts others to God; for 
example, as salt and light in the world 

Ancient Greeks 

 Explore the Greek practices around 
freedom and justice 

 Find out about Greek conquests and 
use of slaves. 

 

Autumn 2 Philosophy Multi-faith What can we learn from the 
Great Philosophers? 
 
(Unit plan) 

 The ways different philosophers or religions understand 
abstract concepts, including varying views about the 
existence of the soul in classical Greek Philosophy.  

 The complex nature of concepts such as truth, reality and 
identity found in Buddhism, Christianity and Plato.  

  The work of one or two key philosophers such as 
Socrates/Plato and Descartes.  

 Consideration of consequences of action in relation to 
karma. 

 Different philosophical and religious answers to questions 
about the world around them and the existence of the 
‘self’ and or soul.  

 Have an understanding of the Analogy of the Cave and 
what it says about existence and knowledge. 

Ancient Greeks 

 Ancient Greece was famous for its 
philosophers – who were they and 
what did they consider? 

 

 

 

 

 



Term Focus Religion / 
World View 

Core question Core knowledge Curriculum links 

Spring 1 Philosophy Multi-faith What is religion? 
 
(Unit plan) 

 Similarities and differences between religious concepts – 
divinity, values, identity etc 

 Key aspects of religions, especially the people, stories and 
traditions which influence beliefs and  values.  

 The variety of practices and ways of life that are closely 
connected to beliefs and teachings.  

 Different arguments which contest the concept of 
religion  

 The humanist belief and world view. 

Invaders and Settlers 

 To consider the different beliefs of 
the people inhabiting England from 
Pagans – Romans – Anglo Saxons 
and Vikings. 

 To explore the beliefs and lives of 
Saxon Monks. 

 

Spring 2 Theology Christian Why is Christianity the way 
it is? 
 
(Unit plan) 

 Key events within western Christianity. 

 The reasons behind turning points in Christian practice. 

 How historical events have changed Christian thought. 

 The different Christian denominations and their practices. 

Invaders & Settlers 

 Find out how Saxon Monks lived 
their lives according to the teachings 
of Jesus. 

 Anglo-Saxon practices in celebrating 
Easter compared to those of today. 

 

 

Term Focus Religion / 
World View 

Core question Core knowledge Curriculum links 

Summer 1 Theology Christianity Creation or Science?  
Conflicting or 
Complimentary? 
 
(Unit plan) 

 Creation: Christian belief that humans are made in God’s 
image, by God.  

 Theistic Evolution: Awareness of the relationship 
between the Genesis narratives and scientific 
explanations.  

 Scientific Theory: The Big Bang Theory.  

 Textual theology: consideration of the genre of Genesis.  

 Logic: debates about whether some things can be proven. 

 Different ideas of how the universe came to be, including 
The Big Bang and Biblical accounts of creation. 

 Connections and divergence between different theories, 
and how they may fit together or disagree entirely.  

 The sources of the different ideas of how the universe 
came to be, and their reliability. 

Wild Water 

 Compare the creatures of the sea 
with counterparts on land. 

 Explore how the creatures of the sea 
were among the first to be placed on 
the earth – does this link to the 
theory of evolution? 

 

Summer 2 Human 
Science 

Islam What does it mean to be a 
Muslim? 
 
(Unit plan) 

 The diverse nature of Islam locally, nationally and 
globally. 

 Masjid or mosque as a place of prayer. Facilities for ritual 
washing and communal prayer. Variety of styles and 
architecture reflecting beliefs. Varying use of a minaret 

Wild Water 

 Explore how water is important in 
Muslim practices. 

 What does the Qur’an say about 
water? 



for the call to prayer, and alternatives to this. 

 The two main Muslims traditions: Sunni and Shia. 

 Diversity of expression, particularly in relation to the 
pictorial presentations. 

 How a person’s beliefs and actions align them with the 
religion if Islam. 

 The range of ways in which Muslim beliefs impact on a 
believer’s daily life, their family, community and society. 

 Similarities and differences in how Muslims around the 
world practise and express their beliefs about Allah. 

 The Five Pillars of Islam - Shahadah, Salah, Sawm, Zakat 
and Hajj. 

 

 

Upper KS 2 RE Curriculum 

Cycle 2 

Term Focus Religion / 
World View 

Core question Core knowledge Curriculum links 

Autumn 1 Philosophy Multi-faith What does it mean to be 
human? 
 
(Unit plan) 

 

 St. Augustine’s ideas on sin as a defect rather than an 
effect - referring to Socrates and Plato’s work stating that 
ignorance is the cause of sin. 

 Theological understandings of right and wrong.  

 Moral issues such as poverty and wealth, peace and 
conflict or justice and injustice - looking at Christian 
attitudes to suffering. 

 Humanist use of empathy and reason when making moral 
decisions rather than thinking about sin and the afterlife.  

 What Utilitarianism is and how  this relates to making 
moral decisions. 

 Philosophers’ understanding of humanness incorporating 
what it means to live a ‘good’ life.  

The World at War 

 Explore the Nazi response to those 
‘less human’ than the Arian race. 

 Explore the Ally’s response to Nazi 
invasion in protecting humanness. 

Autumn 2 Theology Christianity What kind of king is Jesus? 
 
(Understanding Christianity) 

 Jesus told many parables about the Kingdom of God. 
These suggest that God’s rule has begun, through the life, 
teaching and example of Jesus, and subsequently through 
the lives of Christians who live in obedience to God.  

 The Kingdom is compared to a feast where all are invited 
to join in. Not everyone chooses to do so.  

 Many Christians try to extend the Kingdom of God by 
challenging unjust social structures in their locality and in 
the world. 

The World at War 

 Find out about the Church and 
Christianity during World War 2. 

 Find out about the life of Edith 
Cavell and how her strong Christian 
belief encouraged her to care for 
soldiers during World War 1 

 



Term Focus Religion / 
World View 

Core question Core knowledge Curriculum links 

Spring  1 Philosophy  Multi-faith What does sacrifice mean? 
 
(Unit plan) 

 At least one interpretation of the term ‘sacrifice’  

 The Fourth Pillar of Islam and the place of self-sacrifice in 
Islam  

 Christians believe Jesus was the ‘ultimate’ sacrifice for 
the forgiveness of sins.   

 Humanist views on altruism and charity, considering the 
reasoned approach to these.  

 Different philosophical and theological answers to 
questions about sacrifice  

 Ways in which beliefs about sacrifice influence the ways 
Christians and Muslims see the world  

 Ways in which beliefs about sacrifice impact the actions 
of Christians and Muslims  

 The importance of sacrifice, providing pieces of the 
evidence to support these views in both philosophy and 
sacred texts. 

The Mayans 

 Explore the Mayan beliefs around 
sacrifice. 

 

Spring 2 Human 
Science 

Christianity Does religion bring peace or 
conflict? 
 
(Unit plan) 

 The story of David and Goliath  

 Religion is a useful cover (to justify heinous crimes) and a 
powerful motivator (interpretations of texts) for conflict  

 Interpretations lead to beliefs about how to behave  

 It’s important not to group all people of one religious 
background under one bracket and judge a whole group 
of people by the actions of a few  

 ‘Holy’ wars are justified by religions  

 Lots of wars are started because of non-religious causes  

 Many people see war to be a last resort and seek peace 

 Explain what Christianity believes about peace and 
conflict.  

 The relationship between peace and pacifism.  

The Mayans 
Explore the impact of the Spanish 
conquistadors on the Mayans and the 
introduction of Christianity.  

 

Term Focus Religion / 
World View 

Core question Core knowledge Curriculum links 

Summer 1 Human 
Science 

Christianity How has belief in 
Christianity impacted on 
music and art? 
 

 The divergent role of music in worship in the history of 
the Christian Church.  

 How art has been used in Christianity to reflect key 
events and facilitate worship.  

 Know of instances of Aniconism and Iconoclasm in 

Disaster 

 Explore artistic representations of 
Biblical disasters – eg. The Great 
Flood, The Plagues of Egypt. 

 



Christian history.  

 Know how beliefs impact on and influence individual 
lives, communities and society, and how individuals, 
communities and society can also shape beliefs.

 The ways in which beliefs shape the way Christians view 
the world in which they live and how they view others. 

Summer 2 Theology Islam What do Muslims believe 
about God? 
 
(Unit plan) 

 The concept of Tawhid and its impact on Muslims. 

 The Qur’an is the supreme source of authority for 
Muslims and know if its authorship and organisation. 

 The impact of The Qur’an containing the actual words of 
God. 

 How the existence of God is explained in Muslim 
teachings. 

 How the Muslim view of deity differs from that of other 
religions but know ways in which the Muslim view of 
Allah is similar to and different from the Christian view of 
God.  

 The three Abrahamic religions. 

 Recognise ways in which the Muslim view of Allah 
influences the way Muslims live their lives and view other 
people. 

 Recognise that there are many different answers to the 
question, ‘What is God like?’ 

 

 


