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Theology Progression 

Reception Children will: 

 Become aware that the world of religion exists around them. 

 Know that special stories have been written which tell people about how to behave. 

 Know that the Bible tells us about God and about Jesus. 

 Know that the story of Christmas and Easter are both in the Bible. 

Year 1 Children will already know that Christians believe in God and they will know some stories about God.  
They will know that some people believe in different things to Christians. 
They will go on to … 

 Know that the Bible is the source of Christian belief and that it is split into the Old and the New 
testaments. 

 Talk about stories used by a religion or world view. 

 Know that stories found in religion texts help us understand what people believe and how they should 
live their lives. 

Year 2 Children will already know that people have beliefs which are written about and help people to live their 
lives in the way they think is right.  
They will go on to … 

 Know that religious texts can contain different types of writing and name some of these. 

 Re-tell a religious story and talk about how it explains or supports a belief. 

 Talk about how beliefs link together and the influence they have on people’s lives. 

Year 3 Children will already know that beliefs have been recorded in different ways. They are able to re-tell a 
story from a religion or world view and link it to a belief.  They can begin to identify the belief that a story 
explains and talk about how this might affect how people live their lives. 
They will go on to … 

 Know that people take their beliefs  from different places (authorities) and they are interpreted in 
different ways. 

 Know that religious beliefs have developed over time and have been influenced by what has happened 
in the past. 

 Know some of the similarities and differences between and within religions and world views. 

 Understand that beliefs influence how people live, how they see the world and how they see others. 

Year 4 Children have a firm understanding about some of the texts from which beliefs originate and they know 
how some of these beliefs have developed.  They understand that there are some similarities and 
differences between beliefs and that some religions and world views are interpreted in different ways.  
They will go on to … 

 Identify different sources of authority and explain the different ways believers interpret these.  

 Identify events in history and society and talk about how these have influenced some religious and non-
religious worldviews. 

 Talk in detail about the similarities and differences between and within religions and world views and 
begin to form opinions and draw conclusions about these.  

 Explain the impact of belief on the way that people live their lives, see the world and how they see 
others.  

Year 5 Children are aware of the source and scope of religious belief and the impact this has had and does have 
on the world in which we all live and the influence it has on human relationships.  They are aware that 
religions and world views are often linked whilst acknowledging how they are also different.  They know 
of some of the significant events that have led to the growth of religion or world views. 
They will go on to … 

 Understand how many sources of authority have been interpreted by people and they will be aware of 
the differences in opinion about the reliability of these sources.   

 Describe the impact that some of the major events in history have had on the growth of belief or the loss 
of belief.  

 Describe some of the main theological ideas between and within religions and world views. 

 Describe the impact that religious belief has had on human existence over time and identify where it has 
caused conflict or inspired peace.  



Year 6 Children understand that people interpret religious texts in different ways and the conflict different 
interpretations can cause within groups.  They will be able to explain the impact of th 

 Form opinions about the reliability of some religious texts / authorities and look for connections and 
links between them that might add to people’s responses and convictions. 

 Explain the theological similarities and differences between and within religions and world views.   

 Explain how events through history have impacted on the growth or demise of belief and express their 
own opinions about these.  

 Explain how belief is seen in practice within the key religions and link this directly with the authorities / 
texts. 

 

 

 

 


