
Lighthouse Federation  
Curriculum Statement  - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

 

Lighthouse Federation has adopted the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus and follows its principles and aims in delivering RE 

using a multi-disciplinary approach. 

 

 Intent 

We want to fully prepare our children for life in modern Britain and enable them to flourish in an ever- changing 

world.  We believe that learning through Religious Education will give the children the knowledge and the skills they 

need in order to live and work productively alongside all members of society in harmony. 

(Taken from the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus) 

“High-quality RE will support pupils’ religious literacy …meaning that pupils will have the ability to hold balanced and 

well-informed conversations about religion and worldviews. Pupils will be able to make sense of religion and 

worldviews around them and begin to understand the complex world in which they live. RE is primarily about 

enabling pupils to become free thinking, critical participants of public discourse, who can make academically 

informed judgements about important matters of religion and belief which shape the global landscape.” 

Our RE curriculum aims to ensure that the children: 

 “know about and understand a range of religious and non-religious worldviews by learning to see these through 

theological, philosophical and human/social science lenses.  

 can express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religious and non-religious worldviews 

through a multidisciplinary approach.  

 gain and deploy skills rooted in Theology, Philosophy and the Human/Social Sciences engaging critically with 

religious and non-religious worldviews.” 

The RE curriculum is closely aligned with the general curriculum to enable children to contextualise what they learn 

in RE to the lives of people past and present.  It is set in real and authentic contexts, with a clear purpose, meaning 

and relevance. 

 

Implementation  

As Voluntary Aided Schools, RE lessons are taught each week or in a block of at least 6 hours, with a minimum of a 

51% focus on Christianity and the remainder focussing on other key religions and world views. The curriculum has 

been designed to ensure that there is an equal balance of learning with the 3 disciplines, Theology, Philosophy and 

Human/Social Sciences.   

In line with the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus, we have adopted the Enquiry Approach to unit planning:  

 

 “Engage Stage 1: The new enquiry is introduced by exploring the conceptual focus and core question.  

 Enquire Stage 2: The enquiry is co-constructed with the pupils whilst staying within the parameters of the learning 

outcomes.  

 Explore Stage 3: Pupils enquire into the core question through the suggested core knowledge.  

 Evaluate Stage 4: Pupils respond to, analyse and evaluate their understanding of the core question.  

 Express Stage 5: Pupils express the knowledge and understanding they have gained to answer the key question, 

with an opportunity for the teacher to assess if pupils have met the age-related expectations if appropriate.” 

 

In accordance with the whole school curriculum aims, key thinking skills, based on Bloom’s Taxonomy are developed 

within RE.  These build as the children’s understanding of concepts deepen.  Using this hierarchy of thinking skills, 

teachers are able to evaluate the complexity of the learning tasks, increase the rigor of a lesson or simplify an activity 

to help personalise learning. 

 



Also in alignment with all curriculum subjects, RE lessons incorporate Barak Rosenshine’s ‘Principles of Instruction’ 

to support the acquisition of knowledge and skills: regular review; new material in small steps; direct questioning; 

modelling; guided practice; checking and addressing misconceptions; high expectations for success, scaffolding and 

independent practice. 

 

Impact 

Attainment and progress in RE are  linked to the multi-disciplinary approach and measure how well pupils are able to 

hold balanced and well-informed conversations about religion and worldviews.  We use the non-statutory age-

related expectations to ensure that the RE provision is balanced and that pupils become more religiously literate 

through their time in school. 

 

Within Theology, we consider how well the children understand: 

- Where beliefs come from 

- How beliefs change over time 

- How beliefs relate to each other 

- How beliefs shape the way believers see the world and each other 

 

Within Philosophy, we consider how well the children understand: 

- The nature of knowledge, meaning and existence 

- How and whether things make sense 

- Issues of right and wrong, good and bad. 

 

Within Human & Social Sciences, we consider how well the children understand: 

- The diverse nature of religion 

- The diverse ways in which people practise and express beliefs 

- The ways in which beliefs shape identity and impact on communities and society and visa versa. 

 

We measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods: 

 

 Our Formative Assessment processes within each lesson enables the children and teaching staff to understand 

the progress children are making against the learning objective.  

 An end of unit assessment will also be conducted. 

 Pupil responses to each unit’s key questions offers a review of the depth of their understanding within that 

subject. 

 Subject coordinators and the Senior Leadership team engage on Work Scrutiny and talk to the children about 

their learning. 

 

Evidence to measure impact is also gathered through: 

 

• Analysing pupil engagement in enrichment activities 

• Pupil voice 

• Parents’ voice 

• External reports and assessments 

• LA annual monitoring category 

• LA School annual comparative profile against local and national schools 

• Governors’ reports 

• Link advisers’ visit reports 

• Learning Reviews and Curriculum Health Checks – external review reports 


