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Philosophy Progression 

Reception Children will: 

 Think about the world around them and ask questions about what they see, hear, feel, touch, taste and 
smell. 

 Begin to think about how the world came to be. 

 Understand that different things are important to different people and think about what is important to 
them. 

 Become aware of different behaviours and how they feel about these.  

Year 1 Children will already know have started thinking about their place in the world and what is important to 
them.  They have started to ask questions about the world, its story and things they might not understand 
yet. They would have started to think about good and bad things in the world. 
They will go on to … 

 Making decisions based around the things they know and have noticed in the world, using their senses, 
and questioning the things that might not make sense to them. 

 Explain, in simple terms, what they know about religion and belief and how they know it. 

 Identify the key messages in some religious stories and what these might make people believe and how 
to behave. 

Year 2 Children will already know that there are many questions that cannot be easily answered. They will know 
that people often think different things from each other and this makes them behave in different ways. 
They have begun to understand the religious stories guide people in the way they behave. 
They will go on to … 

 Question what they know about the world of religion to further their understanding. 

 Understand why some people believe what they do and explain this, in simple terms. 

 Identify the difference between what we know to be true and what we believe. 

 Identify how stories teach believers about what is right and what is wrong. 

Year 3 Children will already know that religion is based on faith and on what people believe, rather than what 
they know to be true. They have begun to understand that there might be different interpretations of 
right and wrong and good or bad. They know that religious stories help us to make decisions about our 
behaviour. 
They will go on to … 

 Understand that there are many different views about the world and about life. 

 Question the concepts of knowing and believing. 

 Question the things that do not make sense to them in more depth, in order to form conclusions of their 
own, using examples from religious beliefs or events. 

 Understand that it is difficult to determine what is right and what is wrong because people have 
different views on it.  

Year 4 Children will already know that some questions have no right or wrong answer and that people do not 
always agree. They have begun to explain what they think about different concepts referencing religious 
beliefs positively or negatively.  
They will go on to … 

 Explain the difference between knowing and believing and describe the difference between truth, reality 
and knowledge. 

 Question what other people say and believe and understand the reasons others give for their opinions.  

 Articulate their own thoughts on existence and meaning following discussions and exploring the views of 
others. 

 Understand the different views people have about right and wrong, compare them and identify the 
impact this has on our lives.  

Year 5 Children will already know that people have many different views about the world, life and religious 
belief. They are able take part in philosophical discussions and debate, listening to the opinions of others 
and articulating and reasoning their own ideas.  
They will go on to … 

  Explore and understand the practice of philosophy through the ages and describe some established 
beliefs and theories. 

 Acknowledge the existence of abstract concepts and the human quest to understand them. 

 Make decisions about the quality of an argument and use a range of sources to supplement opinions of 
their own. 

 Explain a range of moral and ethical issues and articulate their own thoughts and opinions on these.  



Year 6 Children will understand the practice of philosophy and name some famous philosophers 
They will go on to … 

 Analyse and explain some of the theories posed by famous philosophers. 

 Analyse the opinions and thoughts of other during discussion, using their own sources of knowledge, 
referencing these where appropriate. 

 Articulate their understanding of what others believe, make connections between these and explain how 
this has influenced behaviour and the impact this has on humanity. 

 

 

 

 

 


