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Painting Knowledge (Substantive) Skill (Disciplinary) Exemplar 

EYFS Know that painting tools can make marks on a 

surface. 

Know that different painting tools make 

different marks. 

Know that changing the pressure on painting 

tool changes the mark e.g. thickness, tone. 

Know that different painting mediums behave 

differently to others. 

Know that when painting mediums are mixed 

they will change colour. 

Know that Primary colours are mixed to 

produce all other colours. 

Know that colours can be described as ‘light’ or 

‘dark’ or ‘bright’. 

Know that white lightens a colour and black 

darkens a colour. 

  

Can hold and use a painting tool (brush, fingers, 

sponge etc.) correctly. 

Can create a range of lines, shapes and pattern 

using chosen painting tool. 

Can create basic shapes  that represent objects 

from observation and imagination . 

Begin to represent textures of an object using 

different brush strokes. E.g. sharp strokes for 

hair.  

Begin to create lines that consist of differing 

weights (thick and thin) by changing the 

position of the painting tool. 

Able to recognise and name basic colours. 

Begin to mix a range of secondary colours. 

Begin to use white and black to lighten and 

darken colours. 

  

  

Year 1 Know that paint brushes come in different 

shapes and make different marks. 

Know that paint brush grip alters the marks 

made. 

Know that when adding white to a colour, its 

colour or value becomes lighter (known as tint)  

Know that when adding black (or another dark 

colour) makes its colour or value darker. This is 

known as shade.  

Know that controlled colour mixing creates a 

gradual range from light to dark. 

Know that red, yellow and blue are primary 

colours. 

Know that colour can influence emotions. 

Know that simple shapes must be combined to 

create the whole (a face, an animal, leaves and 

trees). 

Know that a sketchbook is used to record 

ideas. 

Able to control painting tool to add detail e.g. 

flat brush, rounded brush. 

Begin to alter grip to make a wider range of 

marks. 

Able to mix a range of colours  (dark, mid and 

light). 

Able to mix a widening range of colours with 

increasing accuracy. 

Begin to explore the relationship between 

colour and moods and feelings. 

Begin to explore colour matching, replicating 

patterns and textures. 

Able to use make marks to show form and 

shape from observation and imagination. 

Begin to use sketchbooks to record 

explorations with colour mixing. 

  

  

 

 



 

Painting Knowledge (Substantive) Skill (Disciplinary) Exemplar 

Year 2 Know that altering the grip on a paint brush 

produces different a wider range of marks. 

Know that holding the pain brush closer to the 

point increases control. 

Know that colour can influence emotions. 

Know that red, blue and yellow are primary 

colours and orange, green and purple are 

secondary colours.  

Know that blue, green and purple belong to 

the cool colour family. Red, orange and yellow 

belong to the warm colour family.  

Know that a gradient is a gradual change from 

one element to another e.g. light to dark. 

Know that tones can be blended together from 

light to mid to dark using a paintbrush. 

  

Able to use painting tool with increasing 

confidence. 

Able to alter grip to make a wider range of 

marks. 

Able to use a brush to produce recognisable 

marks clearly identifiable as observed object. 

Able to explore the relationship between 

colour and moods and feelings. 

Able to explore colour matching, replicating 

patterns and textures. 

Begin to blend colours using appropriate 

pressure. 

Able to apply different tones from dark, mid 

and light using shade and tint. 

Begin to use tone to show form. 

Begin to replicate brush marks of studied artist. 

  

Year 3 Know how and when to use a round and flat 

paintbrush. 

Know that different paints have different 

properties e.g. watercolour is translucent and 

acrylic is thick 

Know that directional paint strokes can show 

form. 

Know that paint can be layered to increase 

tone. 

Know that complementary colours are two 

colours on opposite sides of the colour wheel. 

Know that colour and shape are used to draw 

the eye to certain points of an art work.  

Know that mixed media combines different 

painting and drawing techniques thereby 

extending the range of possible effects.  

Know that perspective creates an impression 

of form and depth. 

Know the horizon line runs horizontally, the 

vanishing point is where the lines meet and 

the orthogonal lines are drawn along receding 

parallel lines and are used to ensure a realistic 

view of an object 

Know that a sketchbook contains ideas, 

planning, experimentations of different media, 

information and mistakes). 

Able to choose correct paintbrush and grip for 

purpose. 

Begin to show control with increasing accuracy 

using appropriate painting medium e.g. 

watercolour and acrylic paint. 

Able to use directional paint strokes to show 

form. 

Begin to show contrast between light, mid and 

dark tones. 

Begin to experiment with mixing media: wax 

crayon and watercolour.  

Begin to use complementary colours. 

Begin to create paintings using one point 

perspective. 

Begin to consider composition of objects  

Begin to understand the relationship between 

colours and shape. 

Able to replicate brush marks of studied artist. 

Can use sketchbook to record explorations and 

experimentation of ideas. 

Able to use sketchbook to plan and collect 

source material for future work. 

Begin to work in the style of selected artists. 

  



 

Painting Knowledge (Substantive) Skill (Disciplinary) Exemplar  

Year 4 Know that when using a paintbrush at a shallow 

angle increases surface area which can be used for 

colour washes.  

Know that media choice should be dependent on 

purpose. 

Know that texture can be created using a variety 

of techniques (blending, hatching, stippling). 

Know that using scaling methods improves the 

proportions of an object. 

Know that scale is the size of one object in relation 

to the other objects. 

Know that scale can change relative to distance 

and depth. 

Know that a sketchbook contains ideas, planning, 

experimentations of different media, information 

and mistakes). 

Able to choose correct paintbrush and grip 

for purpose. 

Able to choose and show control with 

increasing accuracy using appropriate 

painting medium e.g. tonal layering with 

watercolour, blending with acrylic paint. 

Able to show contrast between light, mid and 

dark tones. 

Able to use complementary colours. 

Able to create paintings using one point 

perspective. 

Able to consider composition of objects. 

Able to understand the relationship between 

colours and shape. 

Begin to understand the relationship 

between colours and shape. 

Can use sketchbook to collect source 

materials and record explorations and 

experimentation of ideas. 

https://www.tate.org.uk/

art/teaching-

resource/colour-and-

shape 
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Painting Knowledge (Substantive) Skill (Disciplinary) Exemplar 

Year 5 Know that painting tools have different properties 

and can reflect different painting styles and 

movements. 

Know that different paints have different 

properties e.g. watercolour is translucent and 

acrylic is thick 

Know how to use knowledge of light source to 

show relationship between areas of light, mid and 

dark tones. 

Know that mixed media combines different 

painting and drawing techniques thereby 

extending the range of possible effects.  

Know that there are 4 types of perspective: 1-

point, 2-point, 3-point and multi-point. 

Know how to use composition to balance artwork. 

Know that colour and shape can be used to depict 

mood and atmosphere. 

Know that accurate scaling improves context and 

mood (add recognisable human element eg figure, 

car in outdoor drawing). 

Know that a sketchbook contains ideas, planning, 

experimentations of different media, information 

and mistakes). 

Begin to use a wider range of painting tools to 

apply paint e.g. palette knife. 

Able to show control when using appropriate 

painting medium e.g. tonal layering with 

watercolour , blending with acrylic paint. 

Able to show contrast between light, mid and 

dark tones in correct areas with knowledge of 

light source. 

Able to experiment with mixing media: wax 

crayon and watercolour.  

Begin to create paintings using more than one 

point perspective. 

Can use composition to balance artwork ( 

focal point not centred but is in foreground to 

highlight importance). 

Begin to use the relationship between colours 

and shape. 

Can use appropriate measuring methods to 

scale accurately. 

Begin to use sketchbook to develop self 

sourcing, research and own style. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Know that painting tools have different properties 

and can reflect different painting styles and 

movements. 

Know how paint choice will affect finished 

artwork.  

Know that objects can be affected by many light 

sources and can create many shadows (dark) and 

highlights (light).  

Know that there are 4 types of perspective: 1-

point, 2-point, 3-point and multi-point. 

Know that scale is a comparison of size between 

objects and that scale will change relative to 

distance and depth.  

Know how to use colour and shape to depict 

mood and atmosphere. 

Know that a sketchbook contains ideas, planning, 

experimentations of different media, information 

and mistakes). 

Able to use a wider range of painting tools to 

apply paint e.g. palette knife. 

Able to choose paint type based on purpose of 

artwork. 

Able to confidently show contrast between  

light, mid and dark tones in correct areas with 

knowledge of light source. 

Able to create paintings using more than one 

point perspective. 

Can independently use appropriate measuring 

methods to scale accurately. 

Able to use the relationship between colours 

and shape. 

Able to use sketchbook to develop: self 

sourcing, research and own style. 

  

  


