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ART 

 

Our Key Concepts 

Our key concepts are woven through our curriculum with the intent of enabling the children to fully understand the purpose and principles of art.  We will 

focus on the Subject, Form, and Content as these have always been the three basic components of a work of art.  With this understanding, we aim to develop 

a confidence in producing art and in using it as a means of communication, whether this be to record or to express.  Art will give children a vehicle to 

appreciate and question and consider the world around them and those within it.  

 

Links the 
overarching aims 
of our curriculum. 

Subject 
(What to make art about) 

We want to enable the children to 
develop a strong sense of identity  

and belonging through art. By 
studying the subject within art, 

they will learn about humankind, 
it’s interests, desires and the 
world around them past and 

present.  

 
 

Form 
(How to make the art) 

We want children to believe they 
have the power to create and 
design, as others have done 

before them by developing the 
skills and knowledge needed to 

make art. 
We want the children to recognise 

their own talents and, in time, 
know how to use these to build a 
successful future for themselves. 

Content 
(Why to make the art) 

We want children to understand 
how art acts builds identity and 

acts as a record of human 
experience and existence.  We 

want them to know how it 
supports expression and   

 helps in the appreciation of those 
around them, and of those that 

have gone before them.   

Culture  
(Who has made the art) 

We want the children to learn 
about the diversity of our societies 
and develop a strong respect and 

appreciation of those around 
them and of those that have gone 

before them. 

General Aims The Subject of art addresses the 
"what" - the topic, focus,  image, 
person, an object, a theme, or an 
idea.  
The content could be objective (or 
Representational) and attempt to 
present the content in a life-life or 
near life-like manner.  Abstract  
(or non-representational) art may 
distort reality or not attempt to 
represent any object of subject at 
all, but focus on an action or 
feeling. 
 

The Form in art addresses the 
"how" – it refers to the overall 
arrangement or organisation of an 
artwork. It explores why the artist 
makes certain choices using the 
main elements of art:  e.g 
line, texture, colour, shape,  and 
the choice of media and 
techniques.  
 

The Content of art addresses the 
"why" -  the statement the artist 
wishes to make, an expression, or 
mood developed by the artist and 
interpreted by the observer. The 
emotional or intellectual message 
of a work of art  
 

We want children to understand 
that art is a crucial part of every 
culture and how it is influenced by 
tradition and location.  We want 
them to want to explore the world 
in which they live and the people 
who live and have lived, through 
an appreciation of art. 



 Subject 
(What to choose what to make art 

about) 

 

Form 
(How to make the art) 

 

Content 
(Why to make the art) 

 

Culture 
(Who has made the art) 

 

Early Years Children will become familiar with a 
range of art works and will identify 
what the subject of the art works are. 
They will know that artists have 
painted living and non-living objects, 
scenery and art that does not have an 
obvious subject. 
They will make observations and talk 
about what they can see in front of 
them both inside and outside the 
classroom. 
They will begin to make close 
observations of objects, artefacts and 
people, beginning to represent 
features that are recognisable. 
They will make images of the world 
around them as they see it, using a 
variety of art materials. 

Children will learn that art can be 
created in many different ways. 
They will explore a range of materials 
and techniques in the use of pencils, 
pens, paints, inks, modelling and 
construction materials to make art. 
They will learn about using line, 
pattern and shape to make art. 
They will learn the primary colours 
and how they go together to make 
secondary colours and how black and 
white can make these colours darker 
or lighter. 

Children will know that people make 
art to reflect / copy / record the world 
in which they live.  
They will look at art and consider how 
does it make them feel and what do 
they  like and dislike about a piece of 
art? 
Children will express how they feel 
about making art and tell others why 
they have made a piece of art and 
what it is for or what it means. 

Children will know that art is 
everywhere. 
They will identify if they have got any 
art in their homes. 
They will know that people have 
always made art and look at art from 
the past and from the present 
 

Key Stage 1 
 

Children will identify works of art as 
being a landscape, a still-life, a 
portrait or an abstract.   
Children will learn whether 
representations of the world  and life 
through are realistic or not. 
They will learn how scenes are 
constructed using backgrounds that 
fill the space. 
The children will learn how to draw 
simple objects from observation and 
gradually learn how several object are 
positioned in relation to one another. 

Children will begin to identify 
different ways art has been made and 
they will begin to make their own 
choices on how to produce a piece of 
art.  
They will learn to combine elements 
such as line, pattern and colour to 
produce art, explaining the reasons 
for their choices. 
They will observe the additional 
elements of colour, tone and texture 
within works of art and learn how to 
create them through drawing and 
painting.  
They will learn how to blend colours 
and create a variety of tints and 
shades  by using black and white 
They will learn how to manipulate 
modelling materials by squeezing, 
pulling, bending and shaping. 

Children will know some of the main 
reasons why people have made art 
including making our surroundings 
more beautiful, creating records of a 
specific time, event, place, person or 
object as well as telling a story. 
Children will also know that art is 
created to show us how the artist 
sees the world. 
Children will express opinions about 
works of art and articulate what they 
think it is about or how it makes them 
feels. 
Children will make art for a specific 
purpose and discuss what they are 
looking to or have achieved. 
 

Children will understand that people 
have always created works of art. 
They will compare art from different 
times and describe how the use of 
materials or styles has changed. 
They will identify what a work of art 
tells us about the people who made it 
or how they see the world. 



Lower KS 2 
 

Children will learn that subject matter 
can be invented or created from the 
imagination. 
Children will know how artists have 
chosen to distort the images they see 
in real life to create an impression. 
They will represent an object in a 
more abstract manner. 
They will learn about common subject 
materials in different periods of time 
and through different cultures. 
They will learn how the 
understanding of perspective over 
time. 

Children will analyse works of art and 
identify how the pieces were created. 
They will explore the methods an 
artist has used to represent real 
objects, ideas or expressions. 
They will learn to choose from the 
range of art elements to make their 
own pieces in order to create desired 
effects. 
They will understand the effects that 
create 3D impressions in 2 
dimensional art and begin to 
reproduce these. 
Children will begin to identify and 
replicate texture and become aware 
of the importance of proportion and 
space. 
They understand the concept of 
perspective and learn how to 
represent distance using perspective 
and graduation.  
They will understand the principle of 
variety within a work of art and 
achieve it themselves through the use 
of different shapes, sizes, and/or 
colours in a work of art. 

Children will understand that art 
expresses emotions, commemorates 
history, exposes injustices, overcomes 
obstacles, and helps viewers gain an 
understanding of the world around 
them. 
Children will understand the art 
conveys  a snapshot of the artist’s 
mind and emotions at the time of 
creation. They will make suggestions 
on how the think the artist may have 
been feeling when producing a work 
of art. 
They will also learn that art is closely 
tied to religious expression and that it 
can be spiritual in nature. 
Children will learn that the existence 
of art has preserved humans in their 
most pure and raw forms. 
Children will create for a range of 
purposes and explain what this is and 
the impact they aim to achieve in the 
viewer.  
 

Children will understand that art has 
been an integral part of society since 
ancient times and why this is. 
They will know that art facilitated 
communication and education among 
early humans and helped form  
identities.  
They will know that art has no 
boundaries and  brings people from 
all walks of life together. 
They will understand that different 
objects / art have been given a great 
importance because of what they 
mean or represent to a specific group 
of people.  
 

Upper KS 2 
 

Children will learn about significant 
art movements and the different 
ways that the subjects are 
represented.  
Children will further develop their 
understand of how different cultures 
/ societies and movements focus on 
particular subject material. 
Children will be able to make 
informed critiques of the 
representations of subject material.  
They will learn that the subject of a 
work of art can an abstract concept 
such as movement or anger. 

Children will analyse works of art and 
suggest why the artist made certain 
choices and how those choices 
interact to form the artwork's final 
appearance. 
They will understand the importance 
of organisation articulate how this 
contributes to the aesthetic success 
or failure of a work. 
They will independently choose and 
arrange the elements of art in order 
to create the desired art work. 
They will develop a sense of depth by 
varying the hue, value, and intensity 
of colours. 
They will consider and achieve 

Children will understand how the 
original utilitarian purpose of ancient 
art now highlights a cultural, religious 
or political point in time. 
Children will understand that through 
art appreciation, our feelings and 
thoughts are often awakened.  
and how we can be drawn into 
another world. They will understand 
how it can be a spiritual journey, 
transporting and teaching us about 
ourselves and others and giving us a 
different perspective on the world. 
They will know that groups of artists 
have come together to form 
movements that express the world a 

Children will explain how art  
transcends time and  know that it 
exists because it is a language that 
communicates with people through 
the ages. 
Children will come to appreciate that 
it creates homogenised cultures , 
reflecting the societies within which it 
was created.  
Children will consider the changing 
role of art in society and debate 
whether there is a deterioration in 
the importance of art today. 



balance by  combining elements, and 
using special awareness and position.. 
They will understand that a good 
composition draws the viewer in and 
then moves the viewer's eye across 
the whole painting so that everything 
is taken in, finally settling on the main 
subject of the painting. 
 

particular way.  
Children will create their own work in 
order to express something about 
themselves or the world. 

 

 


