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Our Key Concepts 

Our RE curriculum follows the Norfolk Agreed Syllabus which aims to develop religious literacy within our pupils and allow them to make sense of religion and 

worldviews in a complex world which has become smaller and more inter-connected.   Through the study of theology, philosophy and human/social science 

our curriculum aims to develop the knowledge and skills needed for our young people to be able to hold balanced and well-informed conversations about 

religion and worldviews. We want our children to be able to able to express their own opinions, becoming free-thinkers whilst listening to and respecting the 

views of others.  

 

 Theology Philosophy Human/Social Science 
General aims 
(Norfolk Agreed 
Syllabus) 

Theology can be termed as thinking through 
believing. It is about asking questions that believers 
would ask. It requires pupils to think like 
theologians, or to look at concepts through a 
theological lens. Pupils will explore questions and 
answers that arise from inside religions and 
worldviews. 

Philosophy is termed as thinking through thinking. 
It is about asking questions that thinkers would ask. 
It requires pupils to think like philosophers, or to 
look at concepts through a philosophical lens. 
Pupils will explore questions and answers raised 
through considering the nature of knowledge, 
exisitence and morality 

Human/Social Science is termed as thinking 
through living. It is about asking questions that 
people who study lived reality or phenomena 
would ask. It requires pupils to think like human 
and social scientists, or to look at concepts through 
a human/social science lens. Pupils will explore 
questions and answers raised in relation to the 
impact of religions and worldviews on people and 
their lives. 

 

 Theology Philosophy Human/Social Science 
Early Years Children will learn that the world of religion exists.  

They will listen to religious stories and think about 
what the stories are about.  
They will think about why people tell these stories. 
They will about the word ‘God’ and think about 
what this word means.  
They will learn that the Bible tells the story of God 
and that it is important to Christians. 
They will know that Christians believe that Jesus is 
the son of God.  
They will know that Christmas is the time when 
Jesus was born and that Easter was the time when 
Jesus died. 
 

Children will think about the world in which they 
live and find things within the world that amaze and 
puzzle them. 
They will explore who might have made the world. 
They will determine things that are real and not 
real, things that they think are right and wrong, 
good and bad.  
They will think about things that are important to 
them and about things they might not understand. 
 

Children will talk about how they celebrate special 
occasions – what do they do, what do they eat, 
what do they wear? 
They will look at things that we use (artefacts) 
during special ceremonies or festivals, especially 
around Christmas. 
They will identify simple features of religious life 
and practice in a family context.  
They will get to meet people of faith and find out 
about how they worship. 



Key Stage 1 Where beliefs come from 
Children will be able to tell others that Christians 
believe in God and that they find out about God in 
the Bible.  
They will learn that the story of Jesus is told in the 
New Testament. 
Children will know that the story of the Nativity and 
Easter link to Christian belief that Jesus is the son of 
God. 
Children will be able to retell at least one story from 
the Old Testament and link this to what Christians 
and Jews believe. 
Children will know that the Bible contains stories, 
poems and letters. 
How beliefs relate to each other 
Children will learn about what Christians believe 
and how some of the stories Jesus told reflect this 
belief. 
They will make a connection between Christianity 
and Judaism and the common stories / beliefs  they 
share. 
They will know how the ‘Big Picture’ in the Bible 
inter-connects Christian belief in reaching the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 
How belief shapes the way believers see the world 
and each other 
Children will understand that Christian and Jews 
worship God and try to live in ways that please him. 
They will know that Christians believe Jesus’ 
teachings make people think hard about how to live 
and show them the right way to do so. 
They will connect what the Bible teaches and the 
Christian values we uphold in school.  

The Nature of knowledge, meaning and existence 
Children will start to explore how we know about 
our world using our senses and how this impacts on 
our spiritual development, making connections with 
religious practices (music, smells, tastes etc). 
They will ask ‘I wonder’ questions. 
They will question how the world came to be and 
make connections between the Creation story and 
our role in looking after our world. 
Children will start to explore the things that happen 
in the world that make people happy and things 
that make people sad and question why this might 
be. 
 They will start to ask questions about what they see 
happening in the human and physical world such as 
climate change, conflict etc. 
How and whether things make sense 
Children will explore whether kindness makes a 
difference to the way we behave and link this to the 
stories Jesus told us.  
They will find out Francis of Assisi and why he 
became patron saint of ecology.   
They will explore other people who showed great 
kindness and question why they might have chosen 
to do this.  
Issues of right and wrong, good and bad 
Children will explore the concepts of right and 
wrong and link their ideas to religious / humanist 
values.  
They will explore the parables of Jesus and the 
Jatarka tales that help us to consider these 
concepts. 
They will explore some of the rules laid down in 
religious texts (The Ten Commandments, Buddhist 
precepts ) and think about the impact following 
these may have on our lives.  

The diverse nature of religion 
Children will know that different people have 
different faiths and that not all people believe the 
same thing.  They will learn that some people do 
not have a faith at all.  
They will understand that most religions have things 
in common such as prayer, festivals, places of 
worship etc.  
Diverse ways in which people practise and express 
beliefs  
Children will recognise the practices associated with 
the festivals of Christmas, Hanukah and Diwali and 
make slinks between these. 
They will find out similarities in expressing belief by 
comparing how water is used in religion for 
baptism, blessing, cleansing / purifying / ablutions. 
Children will learn how the Jews celebrate Passover 
and the significance of the Sedar Meal and the  
They will link Passover to the Last Supper. 
Children will understand how Christians worship 
together and the main artefacts used within 
communion.  
The ways in which beliefs shape individual identity, 
and impact  on communities and societies and vice 
versa 
By exploring religious festivals, children will 
recognise how these develop a sense of belonging 
within a faith community. 
Children will find out how communities come 
together in places of worship and the importance 
they place on worshiping together. 
They will understand that some people belong to a 
faith family according to how they call themselves.  
Children will find out how Christians become part of 
a faith family through Baptism and Communion.  
They will explore how traditions within the Jewish 
faith have been passed on from generation to 
generation for centuries.  

Lower Key Stage 2 Where beliefs come from 
Children will identify the different genres of writing 
found within the Bible. 
They will know that Bible contains the Old 

The Nature of knowledge, meaning and existence 
Children will ask questions about the existence of 
God and explore different religious and non-
religious views.  

The diverse nature of religion 
Children will understand what the terms ‘religion’ 
and ‘belief’ mean and understand that not all 
people follow a religion or have  faith. 



Testament and how this is linked to both Judaism 
and Islam.  
Children will understand how Buddhism evolved 
through the teaching of the Buddha. 
How beliefs change over time 
Children will learn how Buddha became enlightened 
once he was able to go out into the world and how 
the practices of Buddhism evolved from his 
understanding. 
Children will learn how the story of Noah provided a 
covenant between God and humans and how this 
influenced the development of Christianity over 
time. 
Children will learn about the impact the Last Supper 
had on Christian practice through history. 
How beliefs relate to each other 
Children will compare, contrast and interpret the 
teachings of the prophets found within the Bible, 
Torah and Quran and what they tell us about God. 
They will compare the teachings of Buddha with the 
teachings of Jesus, looking for similarities and 
differences. 
How belief shapes the way believers see the world 
and each other 
Children will compare the messages given by the 
prophets of the Old Testament and Jesus and his 
followers in the New Testament – and the message 
they both give in how to lead our lives.  
They will learn how the teachings of the Buddha 
have influenced the chosen life-styles of many 
Buddhists. 

They will understand the terms faith, truth, reality 
and knowledge – asking questions about what we 
know and what we believe.  
They will separate ideas that can be / have been 
proven and those that cannot / have not in relation 
to Miracles. 
How and whether things make sense 
Children will compare the different views on God 
and ask questions about the diversity of religion, 
deciding on the views that make more sense to 
them and why.  
They will explore  the Buddhist belief in the cycle of 
birth, death and rebirth and discuss whether it 
makes sense or not to them, explaining their 
reasoning. 
Issues of right and wrong, good and bad 
Children will ask questions about how we know how 
to be ‘good’ and is everyone’s idea of what is good, 
the same? 
They will explore what religions say about what is 
good and bad, right and wrong, in terms of 
knowledge, belief and opinion.  
 

They will understand that having a faith determines 
many elements of how people live their lives 
including ceremonies and festivals. 
The children will identify similarities and differences 
between the commitment ceremonies or rites of 
passage within Christianity, and between 
Christianity, Judaism and Sikhism. 
Diverse ways in which people practise and express 
beliefs 
Children will make links between how people 
practice their faith including studying the practice of 
pilgrimage within Christianity.  
They will identify the similarities and differences 
between the commitment ceremonies or rites of 
passage within Christianity, and between 
Christianity, Judaism and Sikhism. 
They will understand the ways that religious belief 
can impact daily life of different religious groups. 
Children will make an in-depth study of the main 
principles of the Hindu faith and how they worship 
in a Mandir. 
The ways in which beliefs shape individual identity, 
and impact  on communities and societies and vice 
versa 
Children will explain the role of different 
ceremonies in shaping religious identities within 
different communities including: 
Baptism in Christianity, Bar and Bat Mitzvah in the 
Jewish community and the Amrit ceremony  in the 
Khalsa. 
They will become familiar with the life and work of a 
Christian individual whose faith impacts (or 
impacted) on their actions e.g. Martin Luther King, 
Mother Teresa, Edith Cavell. 
They will also discover who Mahatma Gandhi was 
and why he influenced the concept of ahimsa. 

Upper Key Stage 2 Where beliefs come from 
Children will know that he Qur’an is the supreme 
source of authority for Muslims and know if its 
authorship and organisation. 
Children will study the sources of the different ideas 
of how the universe came to be, and their reliability. 

The Nature of knowledge, meaning and existence 
Children will explore Plato’s ‘Analogy of the Cave’ 
and discuss it’s implications for the importance of 
knowledge and education. 
They will consider different philosophical and 
religious answers to questions about the world 

The diverse nature of religion 
Children will discuss whether religion is a useful 
cover and a powerful motivator for conflict. 
Where there is conflict caused in the name of 
religion, children will learn the importance of not 
judging a whole group of people by the actions of a 



They will understand that there are many different 
answers to the question, ‘What is God like?’  They 
will analyse passages from the Bible, Quran and 
Torah that aim to answer this question and identify 
and discuss complimentary and conflicting 
statements. 
How beliefs change over time 
In order to understand why Christianity is the way it 
is now, children will learn about key events within 
the religion, including the introduction of 
Christianity by St. Augustine, the Reformation and 
the ordination of female and LGBT priests.  
They will learn how both Christianity and Islam have 
different branches; why and how these have 
developed and the impact these have had on the 
religions.  
How beliefs relate to each other 
Children will learn about Theistic Evolution and 
explain the relationship between the Genesis 
narratives and scientific explanations.  
They will understand the different ideas of how the 
universe came to be, including The Big Bang and 
Biblical accounts of creation and make connections 
between them. 
They will explain the key theological similarities and 
differences between the Muslim view of Allah and 
the Christian view of God.  
How belief shapes the way believers see the world 
and each other 
Children will learn to understand that 
interpretations lead to beliefs about how to behave 
and how people see the world and each other.  
They will recognise ways in which the Muslim view 
of Allah influences the way Muslims live their lives 
and view other people. 
They will find out how Christians try to extend the 
Kingdom of God by challenging unjust social 
structures in their locality and in the world. 
They will explore how Christians living today in 
trying to serve God do so by loving others, caring for 
them, bringing health, food, justice, and telling the 
story of Jesus.  

around them and the existence of the ‘self’ and or 
soul.  
They will learn how religions and philosophers 
explore the complex nature of concepts such as 
truth, reality and identity. 
How and whether things make sense 
Children will identify and discuss the different 
arguments which contest the concept of religion 
(humanist belief and world view). 
They will discuss the aspects of religions which  
influence beliefs and  values in exploring  the 
concept of ‘faith.’  
Children will consider the consequences of action in 
relation to karma and form an opinion on whether 
this makes sense to them. 
They will also look at sacrifice and the belief that 
suffering brings eternal life. 
Issues of right and wrong, good and bad 
Children will explore ‘sin’ and St. Augustine’s ideas 
on sin as a defect rather than an effect - referring to 
Socrates and Plato’s work stating that ignorance is 
the cause of sin. 
They will investigate theological understandings of 
right and wrong including philosophers’ 
understanding of humanness incorporating what it 
means to live a ‘good’ life.  
They will discuss moral issues such as poverty and 
wealth, peace and conflict or justice and injustice - 
looking at Christian attitudes to suffering. 
They will also explore the Humanist use of empathy 
and reason when making moral decisions and what 
Utilitarianism is and how  this relates to making 
moral decisions. 
 

few. 
They will understand that ‘Holy’ wars are justified 
by religions but that lots of wars are started 
because of non-religious causes. 
In contrast, the children will explore that  people 
also see war to be a last resort and seek peace. 
They will be able to explain what Christianity 
believes about peace and conflict.  
Children will explain the relationship between peace 
and pacifism. 
Children will describe the diverse nature of Islam 
locally, nationally and globally. 
Diverse ways in which people practise and express 
beliefs 
Children  will explore the diverse approach to art 
and music within the Christian church around the 
world and also compare this with the contrasting 
approach of Islam. 
They will recognise how art has been used in 
Christianity to reflect key events and facilitate 
worship.  
Children will come to understand and describe the  
Islamic worship including recognising the Masjid or 
mosque as a place of prayer and facilities for ritual 
washing and communal prayer.  
They will also understand the varying uses of a 
minaret for the call to prayer, and alternatives to 
this. 
The ways in which beliefs shape individual identity, 
and impact  on communities and societies and vice 
versa 
Children will understand the range of ways in which 
Muslim beliefs, particularly the Tawhid,  impact on 
their daily lives, their family, community and 
society. 
They will consider how Muslims have adapted to 
living in the UK as a predominantly Christian 
country. 
They will explore the changes that Islam has 
brought to British Society over the years. 



 


