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Our Key Concepts 

Our key concepts are woven through our curriculum with the intent of helping the children to have a better understanding of the world, and their place 

within it. By developing their understanding of these concepts the children will recognise the diversity of planet earth, the impact that humans have on it, and 

will understand that they are part of a global community. 

 

 
Links the 
overarching aims 
of our curriculum. 

Environment 
“The air, water and land in which 
people, animals and plants live” 

We want children to know about 
the world around them. 

Place 
“A particular part of an area or 

space” 
We want children to have a 

sense of place. 

Interconnection 
“A connection between two or more 

things that are related to each 
other” 

We want children to understand 
that what people do has an impact 

on the world. 

Spatial sense 
“Being able to describe and classify 

the physical world we live in” 
We want children to have the skills 
to find out more about the world 

they live in. 

General Aims To understand what a place is like 
by considering the physical 
features of an area, and how it 
has been changed by humans 
over time. To understand that the 
world is made up of diverse 
countries with different 
geography, weather patterns and 
people. 

To understand where they live in 
the world. To know that there 
are other countries and 
continents, and to locate where 
these are. 

To understand the relationship 
between places and the people who 
live there. To know that there are 
connections between different 
countries, and that human 
behaviour can have a negative 
impact on the world. 

To understand that information can 
be presented, used and interpreted 
in different ways. To know how to 
collect and use data, read maps and 
create plans. 

 

 Environment  Place Interconnection  Spatial Sense 
Early Years Children will make observations 

about what they have noticed 
about the world around them. 

Children will know that they are 
part of a community, and that 
the world is made up of 
different countries. 

Children will know that people can 
build structures, and that humans 
have an impact on the world around 
them.  
 
 

Children will know that maps show 
information, and will explore simple 
ways to present information. 

 



 

 Environment  Place Interconnection  Spatial Sense 
Key Stage 1 Children will understand that 

humans have an impact on the 
world. They will know some 
human and physical features of 
the world, and will be able to 
make comparisons between 
places. They will know the 
differences between the  four 
seasons in the UK. 

Children will know where they 
live and that Norfolk is part of 
the United Kingdom. They will 
be able to name the world’s 7 
continents and 5 seas, and will 
be able to talk about and 
compare some different 
countries.  

Children will know that the 
settlement of people has led to the 
development of villages, towns and 
cities. They will be able to talk about 
some of the reasons why these 
changes have occurred. 

Children will understand how to use 
maps and globes, knowing that 
maps are a diagrammatic 
representation of the landscape. 
They will be able to present 
information in different ways, and 
will be able to use positional 
language and compass directions to 
describe where something is. 

Lower Key Stage 2 Children will understand, 
describe and compare the 
physical and human features of 
different localities. They will be 
able to explain the differences in 
climate, temperature and 
environment in different places 
around the world. 

Children will develop their 
understanding of the world by 
identifying different countries, 
cities and regions. They will be 
able to explain the differences 
between places and interpret 
why these differences may 
occur. 

Children will be able to explain 
some of the impacts of human 
development, and can suggest 
reasons why and how these changes 
have occurred. They will understand 
that countries are linked by more 
than just land borders. 

Children will be able to interpret the 
information shown on maps, globes 
and in digital mapping. They will be 
able to use compass points and grid 
references to explain location, and 
will be able to use different methods 
to observe, record and interpret the 
world around them. 

Upper Key Stage 2 Children will be able to explain 
the human and physical features 
of a place. They will be able to 
make judgements about why a 
particular place has been chosen 
for human development, 
consider the impact on an area 
and whether it was beneficial for 
both people and planet. Children 
will also be able to explain 
different physical processes, and 
describe the impact that this has 
on the land and people who 
experience them. 

Children will demonstrate a 
strong understanding of the 
world’s countries and 
continents, as well as the 
geography of the United 
Kingdom. They will be able to 
explain the different 
characteristics of countries, as 
well as explaining how and why 
land has been used in a 
particular way. 

Children will be able to explain the 
impact that humans are having on 
the environment. They will be able 
to create well- reasoned arguments 
about the impact of human 
development against the 
environmental cost, and will be able 
to express their own opinions.  

Children will be able to interpret and 
analyse the information shown on 
maps, and use this to inform their 
understanding of how or why 
something happened. They will be 
able to collect and record data, will 
be able to use this to develop their 
knowledge and understanding, and 
will be able to come to a conclusion 
about what they have discovered. 

 


