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Religious Education 

Human/Social science  Progression 

Reception Children will: 

 Think about what is important to them and to other people. 

 Explore things that they and their families celebrate and how they do this.   

 They will understand that some people believe in God and why this is important to them. 

 They will explore how people who have a religion worship and celebrate their faith. 

 They will also find out about how other people celebrate during special festivals and how they do this. 

Year 1 Children will already know that special occasions take place in people’s lives and these are celebrated in 
particular ways. They will know that many people believe in God/s and know some of the ways in which 
they celebrate the festivals of their religions. 
They will go on to … 

 Understand that having a faith impacts on our daily lives. 

 Learn that not everyone believes the same thing and that people take part in different festivals and 
celebrations. 

 Understand that following a religion is belonging to a faith family and that sometimes, people in these 
families do things together – celebrate, worship etc. 

 Know of some of the artefacts that people use as part of their faith and of the symbols that are 
important to them.  

Year 2 Children will already know that people belong to different faith families and they will be aware of what 
some of these are and know that this impacts on the lives.  They will know how people celebrate during 
festivals and how they worship together – using artefacts and symbols.  
They will go on to … 

 Find out the beliefs of people within their community, nationally and world-wide, recognising 
Christianity, Judaism, Islam and Hinduism as religions.  

 Identify similarities and differences between the way people practice their faith and how people live 
their life according to what they believe. 

 Recognise that people of faith value the world’s resources and that they are an important part of 
practising their faith.  

Year 3 Children will already know the names of the main religions in our country and understand some of the 
faiths of people within our locality. They will understand the importance of worship and celebrations 
within faith communities and understand how this is practised. 
They will go on to … 

 Think about the difference and connection between the word ‘religion’ and ‘belief.’ 

 Know the significance of some of the practices followed by people of faith and explain what it means to 
them or why they do it.  

 Understand how faith often influences the way people choose to live their lives and give examples of 
this. 

 Become familiar with famous people whose faith had a significant impact on their actions and have 
influenced people around the world. 

 Recognise common ceremonies found in many faiths such as birth, rites of passage, death, marriage,  

Year 4 Children will know that the term’s ‘religion’ and ‘belief’ are closely linked. They will have a firm 
understanding of the significance of faith for some people and the impact this has had on their lives and 
those of other people.   
They will go on to … 

 Clearly articulate the meanings of ‘religion’ and ‘belief’ and understand that some people have no 
religion. 

 Compare the practices between and within faiths and start to understand why differences exist. 

 Acknowledge and describe the significant impact having a faith can have on human behaviour and the 
way they live their lives. 

 Identify commonalities between the reasons why people choose to live their lives according to their 
faith.  



Year 5 Children understand that there are many faiths and many different practices within the same religion.  
They will know of the similarities and differences in how people practice their faith between and within 
religions.  They will know that some people do not follow a religion but still have beliefs in how to live 
their lives.  
They will go on to … 

 Understand the impact that living according to a belief has on society and the world in general. 

 Articulate the significance of variations within faiths and the differences this makes to everyday life for 
people living within these. 

 Understand how people’s need to share / spread their faith in the past has impacted on lives today. 

 Learn  how religion can cause people to live in conflict or in peace 

 Explain how religious belief has led to some people choosing to live outside a religion and understand 
how this then impacts on their way of life. 

 Describe and explain some of the religious practices that have continued through the ages and become 
tradition. 

  Describe the impact religion and faith has had on culture through the ages.  

Year 6 Children understand the wider implications that religion and the practicing of faith has and has had on 
society and culture.  They will be aware of the longevity of some religious practices and how these have 
been shared across the world.  They will understand that religion and faith is complex and has caused 
conflict. 

 Explain the conflict caused by people wanting to impose their way of life, according to their faith, on 
others but also the unity it has brought to others. 

 Understand how events can impact on faith either by causing a loss of faith or an adoption of faith. 

 Explain why some people choose to convert to a different faith.  

 Describe the impact faith has had on the landscape of British Society over the ages and the growth of 
faith and multi-faith communities within cities and towns. 

 Describe some of the changes that living within a predominantly Christian Society has had on the 
practice of other faiths.  

  

 

 

 

 


