
Lighthouse Federation  
Curriculum Statement  - HISTORY 

 

 Intent 

History is all around us. The study of history ignites children’s curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world. 

Through finding out about how and why the world, our country, culture and local community have developed over 

time, children understand how the past influences the present. History enables children to develop a context for 

their growing sense of identity and a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people. 

What they learn through history can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values. At 

Lighthouse Federation, our intent, when teaching history, is to stimulate the children’s curiosity by offering a broad 

and balanced view of History in Britain and other societies in order for them to develop their knowledge and skills of 

enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem-solving which will prepare them for the next phase in their education.    

The curriculum focusses learning on four key concepts: Innovation; invasion, migration and settlement; society and 

culture. Our key concepts are woven through our curriculum with the intent of helping the children to understand 

how human kind has developed and evolved through time.  By building on their understanding of these concepts, 

the children will understand the benefits and challenges change has brought and come to believe that they will have 

a part to play in continuing the improvement of our world and our way of life for the benefit of all.  

  

To ensure that pupils develop a secure knowledge that they can build on, our History curriculum is organised into a 

progression model that outlines the skills, knowledge and vocabulary to be taught in a sequentially coherent way. 

Chronological Understanding; Historical Understanding; Historical Enquiry; Interpretations of History; Organisation 

and Communication are all mapped out to ensure that pupils build on secure prior knowledge. 

 

 Pupils will evaluate a range of primary and secondary sources including ICT as a stimulus and source of 
information. Our historians will be able to explain clearly how these sources give us an insight about how people 
around the world used to live and how these interpretations may differ. Pupils will be taught to make links 
between these areas of learning, with the aim of developing engaged, motivated and curious learners who can 
reflect on the past and make meaningful links to the present day.   

 Pupils will develop a sense of chronology from the earliest of times to the present day, and through this they will 
develop a well-rounded knowledge of the past and its events. 

 Pupils will learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain and, by considering 
how people lived in the past, we aim to develop more informed, tolerant, respectful members of society.  In our 
school, history makes a significant contribution to citizenship education.  We aim to teach pupils about how 
Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world and how we have developed as a democratic 
society. Pupils will learn how both British society and the wider world has changed over time, as they learn about 
the UK’s past and significant aspects of the history of the wider world, the nature of ancient civilisations, the 
expansion and dissolution of empires, characteristic features of past non-European societies and the 
achievements and follies of mankind.  
 

 The intent of our curriculum is to: 

 

 Enable the children to develop a strong sense of identity and belonging by learning about themselves, where they 

live, who lives amongst them, the location’s landscape and its history. 

 Support the children in recognising their own talents and, in time, knowing how to use these to build a successful 

future for themselves. 

 Develop in each child, an understanding of their place in the world and knowledge that they are part of this ‘big 

story’ of human existence, development and achievement. 

 Expose the children to the opportunities that are open to them as citizens of the world. 



 Acknowledge and be inspired by the talents of those who have gone before them and those who are making a 

difference to the world today. 

 Learn about the diversity of our society and develop a strong respect and appreciation of those around them and 

of those that have gone before them. 

 Prepare children for life in modern Britain 

 

Implementation  

 

Teachers are enthusiastic about their subject and create a positive attitude to history learning within their 

classrooms. They consistently reinforce the expectation that all children are capable of achieving high standards. Our 

whole school approach to the teaching and learning of history involves the following; 

The history curriculum is planned and arranged, following the National Curriculum, in topic blocks by the curriculum 

leader. This ensures that skills and knowledge are built on year by year and sequenced appropriately to maximise 

learning for all children. It is important that the children develop progressive skills of a historian throughout their 

time at our schools rather than exclusively memorising a series of facts about the past. Pupils are encouraged to find 

and interpret evidence in order to reach their own conclusion. To do this successfully, as historians, they need to be 

able to research, interpret evidence, including primary and secondary sources, and have the necessary skills to argue 

for their point of view; skills that will help them in their adult life. 

Lessons are engaging and use quality resources and a variety of activities such as: role play; access to historical 

source material; quality texts and well planned field trips in order to achieve our aim of sparking children’s curiosity 

and enthusiasm for learning about the past. Children are encouraged to ask their own questions and be given 

opportunities to use their historical skills to conduct their own research to discover the answers. This curiosity is 

celebrated within the classroom. Teachers use precise questioning in class to test conceptual knowledge and skills, 

and assess children regularly to identify those children with gaps in learning, so that all children keep up. 

Each unit of learning includes: 

 

 Key questions that we want the children to be able to answer by the end of the unit. 

 A sequence of lessons that clearly identify the knowledge we want the children to acquire and understand, 

delivered in tandem with the subject-specific skills we want them to develop. 

 Retrieval practice - Quiz at the start of each new lesson to review and embed learning from previous lessons 

 Age appropriate learning objectives that are shared and understood by all children. 

 Careful links between subjects where appropriate, based within the context of the topic, to promote linked 

learning. 

 Concise vocabulary progression. 

 The use of quality resources including books, artefacts and technology. 

 Experiential learning through field trips, handling artefacts and input from experts. 

 

The key concepts, listed above in the ‘Intent’ section, support the achievement of our educational aims and lead to 

the children’s understanding of themselves, each other and the world in which they live. 

 

In accordance with the whole school curriculum aims, key thinking skills, based on Bloom’s Taxonomy are developed 

within history, and all curriculum subjects. These build as the children’s understanding of concepts deepen.  Using 

this hierarchy of thinking skills, teachers are able to evaluate the complexity of the learning tasks, increase the rigor 

of a lesson or simplify an activity to help personalise learning: 

 

Also in alignment with all curriculum subjects, History lessons incorporate Barak Rosenshine’s ‘Principles of 

Instruction’ to support the acquisition of knowledge and skills: regular review; new material in small steps; direct 



questioning; modelling; guided practice; checking and addressing misconceptions; high expectations for success, 

scaffolding and independent practice. 

 

 

Impact 

At Lighthouse Federation, we believe that all children should be given the very best opportunities to succeed. We 

want them to identify and develop their individual strengths and talents and to understand the impact that they can 

have on the world around them by using the skills and knowledge that they have acquired in their time at school. 

Historical skills such as: critical thinking; analysis of source material and the ability to rationally and logically debate 

and discuss are key life skills. Therefore, by the time the children leave our schools they should have developed: 

 

  A secure knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts from the historical periods covered.  

 The ability to think critically about history and communicate confidently in styles appropriate to a range of 

audiences.  

 The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using detailed, appropriate 

and accurate historical evidence derived from a range of sources.3  

 The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, forming and refining questions and lines of 

enquiry.  

 A passion for history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops their sense of curiosity about the 

past and their understanding of how and why people interpret the past in different ways.  

 A respect for historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of it to support their explanations 

and judgements.  

 A desire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high-quality research across a 

range of history topics. 

A robust and fulfilling education is the right of every child at Lighthouse Federation. Our curriculum design 

ensures that all children can access the learning offered and the needs of individual and small groups of children 

are met within the environment of high quality first teaching which is supported by targeted interventions where 

appropriate.  

The balance of the subjects within the curriculum enables all children to realise their strengths and talents.  This 

builds confidence and security in learning and supports children in taking risks and trying new things.  

Stimulating topics promote achievement, confidence and positive learning behaviours. Children are happy at 

school and enjoy sharing their learning with each other, with visitors and with their parents.  

 

We measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods: 

 

 Our Formative Assessment processes within each lesson enables the children and teaching staff to understand 

the progress children are making against the learning objective. This includes a low stakes review ‘quiz’ at the 

beginning of each new lesson (after 1st lesson). 

 An end of unit assessment will also be conducted. 

 Pupil responses to each unit’s key questions offers a review of the depth of their understanding within that 

subject. 



 Subject coordinators and the Senior Leadership team engage on Work Scrutiny and talk to the children about 

their learning. 

 

 Our management system, Pupil Asset, produce benchmarking reports on attainment each term 

 

Evidence to measure impact is also gathered through: 

 

• Analysing pupil engagement in enrichment activities 

• Pupil voice 

• Parents’ voice 

• External reports and assessments 

• LA annual monitoring category 

• LA School annual comparative profile against local and national schools 

• Governors’ reports 

• Link advisers’ visit reports 

• Learning Reviews and Curriculum Health Checks – external review reports 
 

 


