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Our Key Concepts 

Our key concepts are woven through our curriculum with the intent of helping the children to understand how human kind has developed and evolved 

through time.  By building on their understanding of these concepts, the children will understand the benefits and challenges change has brought and come 

to believe that they will have a part to play in continuing the improvement of our world and our way of life for the benefit of all.  

  

 
 
Links the 
overarching aims 
of our curriculum. 

Innovation  
We want children to believe they 

have the power to create and 
design, and make improvements 

as others have done before them. 

Invasion / Migration 
& Settlement 

We want children to understand 
there is a world to explore and 

they can travel and live 
wherever they want to, as 

mankind has done throughout 
history. 

Society 
We want children to understand the 

society in which they live, their 
value and place in it and to 

appreciate all those around them, 
and of those that have gone before 

them.   

Culture 
We want children to have a quality 

of life and to find pleasure in the 
arts. To understand the work of 

those who have strived to create 
civilised societies through the 

development of culture. 

General aims To learn and understand that, 
over time, mankind has learnt to 
develop the resources known to 
him/her in order to improve the 
quality of life.  This may be 
through objects and inventions or 
discoveries, systems and 
processes. 

To learn and understand that 
people have always moved and 
looked for alternative places to 
live. They will learn about the 
reasons for this and the 
formation of communities, 
countries, states, empires etc 
and the globalisation of our 
planet.  To appreciate the 
benefits of this and the 
challenges it has caused and 
continues to cause around the 
world. 

To understand how people live 
together and how different 
communities have developed and 
how they are structured.  To 
understand how the structure is 
determined through democratic or 
autocratic processes.  

To understand the extent of human 
emotion and  the need to express 
and create through art, music and 
dance.  To appreciate the levels of 
human achievement and the 
concepts of objectivity and 
subjectivity when critiquing the arts. 

Early Years Children will begin to observe the 
things we use to help us in our 
lives.  This will include 
observations of objects and 
inventions and the services 
available to us.  They will learn 

Children will know about their 
immediate environment and 
describe their homes / village / 
town.  They will know who lives 
around them and why people  
live where they live. 

Children will know that different 
people make a community. They will 
describe the roles of members of 
their family, school and town / 
village. 

They will be able to describe the arts 
and express what they see, hear, 
feel etc.  



that these things change over 
time. 

 

 Innovation  Invasion / Migration 
& Settlement 

Society  Culture 

Key Stage 1 Children will be able to make 
comparisons between the things 
that we use in our lives and begin 
to decide whether these things 
are effective or not. 
They will also notice the changes 
/ differences between things we 
have today and things from the 
past. They will learn that changes 
happen and the reasons behind 
these changes. 

Children will be able to compare 
where they live with where 
other people live or have lived. 
They will begin to understand 
why people choose to settle 
where they do. They will 
understand that people have 
moved to live in our country 
throughout history and that we 
have moved to other countries. 

Children will be able to compare 
different societies from around the 
world and in the past. 
They will understand the 
development of our own society 
including the formation of the 
monarchy since William I and how 
society was structured.  

Children will learn the names of 
different artists and composers and 
express an opinion on their work.  
They will compare work from 
different eras and start to identify 
genres. They will begin to 
understand what they like and don’t 
like and give reasons. 

Lower Key Stage 2 Children will be able to explain 
why things are the way they are, 
particularly if they have changed 
over time.  They will start to 
explain whether changes have 
been for the better and why / 
how? 
They will be able to describe the 
impact innovation has had on our 
lives, our local communities and 
our country.  

Children will understand some 
of the reasons why people have 
moved and why they choose / 
have chosen to live where they 
live.  This will include reasons 
such as power, resources, 
safety, quality of life. 
They will be able to explain the 
impact this has had on 
themselves and the local 
communities. 

Children will be able to explain how 
societies are constructed and make 
decisions about the effectiveness of 
these. 
These will includes tribes, kingdoms, 
states as well as local, national and 
international governments and 
organisations. 

They will be able to explain how 
different societies have different 
cultures, understanding how these 
have developed and why.  
They will recognise and compare 
genres and make informed decisions 
about the impact these have on 
themselves. 

Upper Key Stage 2 Children will be able to explore 
the wider impact of innovation 
and the positive and negative 
ways it has affected the lives of 
people throughout the world. 
They will make judgements about 
whether further innovation is 
needed.  

Children will be able to explain 
the positive and negative impact 
these concepts have had on the 
world and decide when invasion 
and migration are / have been  
justified.  

Children will be able to explain the 
impact different class systems and 
hierarchies have and have had on 
those living within a society. 
They will make decisions about the 
problems caused when there is 
unrest and whether compliance 
leads to peace. 

They will explain the impact 
different cultures have had on the 
wider world and actions that have 
developed as a result.  
They will understand how cultures 
and traditions through time still 
impact on life today. 

 


