
Lighthouse Federation  
Curriculum Statement  - GEOGRAPHY 

 

Intent 

Geography is the study of the world. It focuses on an understanding of place, but also on the impact that humans 
have on the environments they inhabit.  We believe that by developing the children’s knowledge of where they live 
and the diversity of planet earth, that they will then have a better understanding of their own place within the world 
and the fact that they are part of a global community. The intention of our Geography curriculum is to inspire a 
fascination about the world and the people within it.  
 
Our Geography curriculum focuses on four key concepts: Environment, Place, Interconnection and Space. These 
concepts are the building blocks for our Geography learning. They ensure that children have an understanding of 
geographical location, human and physical features, the impact that humans have, and the practical skills required to 
find out more about the world. We want the children to have enquiring minds and, as they progress through the 
school, to use their developing knowledge and geographical skills to ask questions, consider and interpret 
information and to find ways of developing their own understanding of the world. 
 

The intent of our curriculum is to: 

 

 Encourage children to develop a fascination with the world and the desire to find out more 

 Understand and respect the diversity of places and people around the world 

 Have a sense of their own place within their local and global communities 

 Develop an understanding of the impact humans are having on the world, and our responsibilities to take care of 

our planet 

 Have a strong understanding of geographical location both locally and globally 

 Have a strong understanding of human and physical features and processes 

 Understand how to use fieldwork skills to find out more about the world, and how to present their knowledge in 

different ways 

 Understand how to interpret the information shown on maps and globes, and through digital mapping 

 

Implementation  

 

The Geography curriculum is planned and organised with careful consideration of the requirements of the National 

Curriculum. The school follows a topic based approach to ensure that children have a broad understanding, and to 

encourage them to make links between different subjects. In line with the National Curriculum, and to ensure full 

coverage, the Geography curriculum has been broken down into the four strands of locational knowledge, place 

knowledge, human and physical features, and geography skills and fieldwork. Medium term planning created by the 

subject co-ordinator outlines what we want the children to know, the skills we would like them to utilise and a 

vocabulary list. Knowledge and skills are built on incrementally as children move through each unit of learning, and 

then as children progress through the school. Enquiry skills that ensure children are able to generate and answer 

their own questions are a key focus of our learning, and are developed progressively throughout the key stages with 

an emphasis on different questioning language and the extension of fieldwork skills. Teachers use different 

approaches to extend and develop children’s understanding, with a particular emphasis on the acquisition of 

practical geography skills through active engagement. Teachers use formative assessment to identify those children 

who may need additional support, and adapt their teaching in accordance with the individual needs of the children 

in their class. 

 

 



Each unit of learning includes: 

 

 Key questions that we want the children to be able to answer by the end of the unit. 

 A sequence of lessons that clearly identify the knowledge we want the children to acquire and understand, 

delivered in tandem with the subject-specific skills we want them to develop. 

 Age appropriate learning objectives that are shared and understood by all children. 

 Careful links between subjects where appropriate, based within the context of the topic, to promote linked 

learning. 

 Built-in retrieval practice, referencing past learning and relevant links. 

 Concise vocabulary progression. 

 Practical and fieldwork activities to develop geographical skills. 

 

Key thinking skills, based on Bloom’s Taxonomy are developed within Geography and all curriculum subjects. These 

build as the children’s understanding of concepts deepen.  Using this hierarchy of thinking skills, teachers are able to 

evaluate the complexity of the learning tasks, increase the rigor of a lesson or simplify an activity to help personalise 

learning. Geography lessons also incorporate Barak Rosenshine’s ‘Principles of Instruction’ to support the acquisition 

of knowledge and skills: regular review; new material in small steps; direct questioning; modelling; guided practice; 

checking and addressing misconceptions; high expectations for success, scaffolding and independent practice. 

 

Impact 

We ensure that learning is accessible for all so that every child is given the opportunity to achieve their potential.  

The planning and implementation of the Geography curriculum strives to ensure that the chi ldren use the 

knowledge and skills they have gained through their learning to understand the world that they live in, the 

changes that occur both naturally and through human intervention, and their own place within the world.  

 

By the time they leave our schools,  children will:  

 Have a strong understanding of where places are and what they are like 

 Have a good understanding of the ways in which human and physical environments are interconnected 

 Have an extensive geographical vocabulary 

 Be able to use questioning skills 

 Be able to interpret information and to explain their conclusion 

 Have the ability to explain and present their findings 

 Be able to use fieldwork and other geographical skills and techniques 

 Have a sense of curiosity about the world and the desire to find out more 
 

Our curriculum design ensures that all children can access the learning offered and the needs of individual and 

small groups of children are met within the environment of high quality first teaching which is supported by 

targeted interventions where appropriate. This builds confidence and security in learning and supports children 

in taking risks and trying new things. Stimulating topics promote achievement, confidence and positive learning 

behaviours.  

 

We measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods: 

 

 Our Formative Assessment processes within each lesson enables the children and teaching staff to understand 

the progress children are making against the learning objective. 



 Pupil responses to each unit’s key questions offers a review of the depth of their understanding within that 

subject. 

 Subject coordinators and the Senior Leadership team engage on Work Scrutiny and talk to the children about 

their learning. 

 Teachers assess progress and attainment for each year group on a termly basis 

 

Evidence to measure impact is also gathered through: 

 

• Analysing pupil engagement in enrichment activities 

• Pupil voice 

• Parents’ voice 

• External reports and assessments 

• LA annual monitoring category 

• LA School annual comparative profile against local and national schools 

• Governors’ reports 

• Link advisers’ visit reports 

• Learning Reviews and Curriculum Health Checks – external review reports 
 

 


