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Geography Progression 

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork 
 

Reception Children will: 

 Make observations of the world around them and describe what they see. 

 Look at world maps, and maps of the United Kingdom 

 Know some simple directional language such as forwards and backwards 

 Know some positional language such as in front, behind and next to. 

 Make simple maps 

Key Stage 1 Children will already know what maps are, the information they can give us and how they help us follow 
directions and get to places.  They can draw a simple map.  They can give simple directions to a friend and 
describe the position of objects in relation to one another. 
 
They will go on to … 
 
(Geographical information - interpretation) 
Use maps, globes and atlases: 

  To identify where the United Kingdom is in the world. 

  To identify that the UK is surrounded by smaller islands and by seas 

  To identify the countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom 

  To locate Norfolk within the United Kingdom and describe its position. 

  To identify and name the world’s 7 continents and identify that each continent is made up of a series of 
countries 

  To locate places studied. 

  To identify and name the world’s five oceans 

  Identify where the equator, north pole and south pole are on a globe 

  Identify some areas or countries on a globe that are likely to experience extremes of hot or cold weather 
according to where they lie. 

  Understand a key in interpreting the information shown on a map, knowing that they show human and 
physical features. 
 

  Observe their local environment through fieldwork activities – making observations of the world around 
them and collecting data. 

  Use aerial photos or maps to identify key human and physical features of places studied 

  Know that maps are graphic images of aerial photographs with additional information added. 
 
(Geographical information - communication) 
 

  Make maps of their own to record the features of their local area using a key.  

  Describe what is meant by human and physical features and be able to differentiate between them. 

  Explore the local area and describe the features observed, explaining how the different human 
features of the local area are shaped by the community that lives there 

  Make comparisons between the physical and human features of places studied 

 Explain why the physical and human features often determine the purpose of places studied  
e.g how the North Norfolk coastline has made it a tourist destination 

  Compare some of the human and physical features of familiar places e.g the  North Norfolk 
coastline – communicating with our partner school to share information 

  Name and describe the four seasons of the year experienced in the UK, and the types of weather 
associated with each season 

  Make comparisons between weather patterns experienced in the UK and weather patterns 
experienced close to the equator, or in the north and south poles 

  Describe and explain the impact of the weather conditions and climate change on places studied. 
 

 (Position and Direction) 

 Know and use the terms North, South, East and West and know that are they are used to describe 
location and direction. 

 Know what a compass is and know that it helps us find locations. 



 Use a compass to follow directions. 

 Use a map of the school grounds to navigate and identify different features of the school grounds 

 Learn directional language in order to describe a places position in the world and where key human 
and physical features are located within an environment including near, far, left, right, close to, 
furthest, in front, behind, next to, near 

  Undertake field studies of the local environment, analyse maps and aerial photos to describe the 
location of different features in relation to one another. 

  Describe where something is using appropriate positional language 
 

Lower KS 2 Children know that atlases contain a series of maps.  They know what maps are and how they show the 
position of places on the Earth or within a locality. They understand how the Earth (globe) is represented 
as a 2D image on a map and how a map represents aerial photographs. They can use a map or globe to 
locate continents, countries and oceans and use it to retrieve information about a place, drawing 
conclusions about climate. They understand the relevance of fieldwork and first-hand observation in 
collecting information about a place. They will understand the purpose of a key on a map and be able to 
produce their own, following fieldwork activities. They know how to use the 4 points on a compass and 
they can describe the positions of human  and physical features using appropriate geographical language. 
 
They will go on to … 
 
(Geographical information - interpretation) 
 

  Use more detailed maps (including Ordnance Survey) and digital technology of the UK to identify 
specific features such as the  48 different counties, and the 900 islands of Scotland. 

 Use different styles of map of the UK to locate some of the main cities of the United Kingdom, and the 
location of some of the major human and physical features such as rivers, mountains, police stations, 
train stations, roads and airports. 

  Identify some of the human and physical features of places using 4- figure grid references, symbols and 
keys to identify, and locate these.  

  Use aerial photographs and Google Earth to locate human features such as the Neolithic stone 
settlement of Skara Brae. 

  Use localised maps to draw conclusions about human development e.g explore areas of Norfolk with a 
greater population and note how this coincides with where police stations have been built 

  Compare old and new maps when identify human and physical changes to landscape and environments. 

 Use maps of the world, atlases and digital technology to identify the location of places studied (UK, 
China, Africa, Italy) and major cities, and other human or physical features (e.g. airports, deserts, 
rainforests, mountains) 

  Collect geographic data from fieldwork studies e.g a survey of the different types of transportation used 
locally and record their results in charts and graphs 

  Use fieldwork equipment and interpret results e.g. in measuring air quality 

  Compare this information with our partner school and draw conclusions 
 
(Geographical information - communication) 
 

  Articulate knowledge of the world clearly e.g explain what is meant by the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, equator and northern and southern hemispheres,  the rotation of the earth and the impact 
on weather conditions, the impact of global position and weather conditions of the flora and fauna of a 
place. 

  Make comparisons between places studied e.g the differences between desert and polar regions. 

  Through research, describe some of the changes that have occurred in environments and on landscapes 
over time and give reasons for this . e,g on the island of Mainland Orkney, and the changes that have 
occurred in Skara Brae 

  Use geographical language to describe and explain  how the behaviours of human activity have 
impacted on land-use, economics, leisure and industry etc. and through further research, form and 
articulate opinions on human influence on the planet, particularly regarding pollution and climate 
change, globalisation and trade (transport). 

  Engage on fieldwork in order to collect data on human and physical features of the environment e.g 
complete a survey on transport use in the local area, record results on charts and graphs, create maps 
to illustrate findings, identify and compare findings between environments e.g. quality of air between 
partner schools. 

 Use a range of fieldwork equipment e.g digital technology to measure air quality in different areas 
 



(position and Direction) 
Understand how the Earth is divided including: 

  Knowing the term ‘equator’ and understanding that it divides the Southern and Northern hemispheres 

 Knowing what is meant by the Tropic of Cancer and Capricorn and understanding that it is the northern 
and southern boundary of the tropics 

 Understanding the position of the polar regions 

  Understanding the concept of different time zones and how this relates to the rotation of the Earth, 
using digital technology. 

  Knowing what the meridian, Greenwich Mean Time/ Coordinated Universal Time refer to 

 Understanding what the terms longitude and latitude mean 

 Understand the time zones for the countries these airports are located in 

  Know where places studied fall within these divisions and the impact on climate. 

  When creating maps, use four figure grid references and use the 8 points of a compass to record and 
describe position and direction. 

 

Upper KS 2 Children have used a range of maps, atlases, digital technologies and graphics to find out about human 
and Physical features of our planet and places.  They can use the 8 points of a compass and 4 figure grid 
references and keys when researching places and also when engaging on fieldwork activities. They are 
able to use research skills to explore key concepts such as global regions, weather, climate, human activity 
and land-use. 
They are confident to engage on fieldwork activities as a method of collecting data and information about 
the local area and they can present their findings in different ways, using maps, charts and graphs. 
They will go on to …  
 
(Geographical information - interpretation) 

  Use a physical, world maps to identify  the major rivers , mountain ranges and identify commonalities 
depending on location 

  Know how to interpret the information shown on a map including symbols, keys and grid references.  
Understand the symbols used on ordinance survey maps 

  Use ordnance survey maps to explore key features of the environment e.g. the course of a river through 
a landscape and settlements. 

  Use maps, atlases and globes to explain places in terms of global position, continent, time zone, 
positional relationship to other countries etc 

  Through research, answer complex questions such as  the location of the ‘The Ring of Fire’ (Circum- 
Pacific Belt) considering the continents, and some of the countries that surround it 

  Understand the terms longitude and latitude and use Google Earth to explore it. 

  Use google Earth and other satellite imagery to identify key human features of landscapes such as 
airfields and compare with older maps to identify changes over time. 

  Create investigations and complete fieldwork activities in order to answer questions such as ‘could 
Mayan vegetables be grown in the school grounds? Use appropriate methods to record and present the 
data collected from fieldwork including the use of technology. 

  Engage on further fieldwork activities and use appropriate methods and equipment e.g  to measure 
wind speed, temperature and rainfall. 

  Explain how a seismograph is used to measure the strength of an earthquake on the Richter Scale 

  Explain how the Mercalli Scale is used to measure observable earthquake damage 
 

(Geographical information - communication) 

 Use appropriate geographical language when communicating geographical knowledge and findings, 
including longitude and latitude. 

  Identify human and physical features of places, weather and climate locally and globally, making 
comparisons and offering explanations for the formation of physical features the development and 
changes of human features.  

  Following research, use maps and digital imagery to make decisions about suitable places for human 
settlement and communicate the reasoning. 

 
(Position and Direction) 

  Understand what the terms longitude and latitude mean, and how they are used to support navigation 

  Use the 8 points of the compass to describe where places lie in relation to one another and in following 
directions.  

  Use 6- figure grid references to locate and describe where something is on a map  

 


