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Drawing Knowledge (Substantive) Skill (Disciplinary) Exemplar 

EYFS Know how to choose appropriate equipment 

for mark making. 

Know that different media produce different 

marks. 

Know that different media behave differently 

to others. 

Know that changing the pressure on a pencil 

changes the line thickness and tone. 

  

Can hold a variety of drawing medium correctly 

(pencil, chalk, charcoal, pastels). 

Can create lines, shapes and pattern. 

Can create lines in different tones and 

thickness from the same pencil. 

Able to outline and record shape from 

observation and imagination (a face, animal). 

Begin to colour in (solid infill) with different 

media with increasing control. 

  

  

  

  

  

Year 1 Know that pencil grip can change how marks 

appear. 

Know that when holding the pencil close to the 

tip increases control and detail. 

Know that simple shapes must be combined to 

create the whole (a face, animal) Know that 

pencils have different grades (2B, 4B, 6B). 

Know that a sketchbook is used to record 

ideas. 

Able to control pencil to add detail. 

Can use a range of tones using a single pencil 

(dark, mid and light). 

Able to use lines to show form and shape from 

observation and imagination. 

Able to use a wider range of pencils to produce 

an expanding range of tone, patterns and 

textures (hatching, stippling). 

Able to colour in (solid infill) with different 

media with increasing control 

Begin to use sketchbooks to record mark 

making. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Year 2 Know that varying the pencil grip produces 

different drawing techniques (detail, loose 

sketching, pressure). 

Know that refining lines increases the accuracy 

of their drawing. 

Know that tones can be blended together from 

light to mid to dark. 

Know that contour lines are used to show form 

and shape when shading (a face, animal) 

Know that a sketchbook is used to record and 

develop ideas. 

Able to vary pencil grip according to purpose 

(tripod, drumstick, paint brush, inverted, tip 

heavy). 

Can control pencil with increasing confidence. 

Begin to blend tones using appropriate 

pressure and pencil hold. 

Begin to use shading to show form and shape 

(blending, hatching, stippling). 

Able to colour in (solid infill) with different 

media showing awareness of shape and form. 

Begin to use sketchbooks to record exploration 

and experimentation of mark making. 

  

  

  

  

  

 



 

 

Drawing Knowledge (Disciplinary) Skill (Substantive) Exemplar 

Year 3 Know that H pencils are hard and B pencils are 

soft and are best used to create tonal 

drawings and shading. (HB, H, 2H, B, 2B, 3B, 

4B, 5B, 6B)  

Know that shading can be used to create a 

more realistic representation (the impression 

of 3D). 

Know how to use shading to show areas of 

form, shape, light and dark (a face, animal) 

Know that they can use thumb and pencil to 

scale shapes when drawing from observation. 

Know the horizon line runs horizontally. 

Know the vanishing point is where the lines 

meet. 

Know the orthogonal lines are drawn along 

receding parallel lines and are used to ensure 

a realistic view of an object 

Know that perspective is used to create an 

impression of depth. 

Know that a sketchbook contains ideas, 

planning, experimentations of different media, 

information and mistakes). 

Can use a range of drawing media to show 

form and shape with increasing accuracy. 

Can show clear contrast between light, mid 

and dark tones to show form. 

Able to use shading to show form and shape 

with increasing confidence (blending, hatching, 

stippling). 

Begin to create drawings using one point 

perspective (horizon lines, vanishing point). 

Begin to use simple scaling methods when 

drawing from observation e.g. thumb and 

pencil, grid 

Begin to consider composition of objects 

(foreground, mid-ground background). 

Starting to explore colour mixing with colour 

pencils 

Can use sketchbook to record explorations and 

experimentation of ideas. 

Begin to use sketchbook to plan and collect 

source material for future work. 

  

  

  

Year 4 Know that media choice should be dependent 

on purpose. 

Know that texture can be created using a 

variety of techniques (blending, hatching, 

stippling). 

Know that using scaling methods improves the 

proportions of an object. 

Know that scale is the size of one object in 

relation to the other objects. 

Know that scale can change relative to 

distance and depth. 

Know that a sketchbook contains ideas, 

planning, experimentations of different media, 

information and mistakes). 

Able to make informed choices from a range of 

media offered. 

Can use appropriate techniques to show 

texture. 

Able to mix a wide range of colours using 

colour pencils 

Use simple scaling methods when drawing 

from observation using accurate proportion 

with increasing confidence. 

Draw objects in the foreground larger than 

those in the mid and background. 

Able to consider composition of objects 

(foreground, mid-ground background). 

Able to use sketchbook to plan and collect 

source material for future work. 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 



Drawing Knowledge (Disciplinary) Skill (Substantive) Exemplar 

Year 5 Know that objects can be affected by light 

sources. 

Know that there are 4 types of perspective: 1-

point, 2-point, 3-point and multi-point. 

Know how to use composition to balance 

artwork. 

Know that accurate scaling improves  context 

and mood (add recognisable human element 

eg figure, car in outdoor drawing). 

Know that a sketchbook contains ideas, 

planning, experimentations of different 

media, information and mistakes). 

Can show light and shadow with knowledge of 

a light source. 

Begin to use a wide range of tonal work using 

coloured pencils 

Begin to use a combination of line and tonal 

work to show shape and form (tonal work will 

not be supported by line to show shape and 

form) 

Can consider more than one line of 

perspective when creating a drawing. 

Can use composition to balance artwork (focal 

point not centred but is in foreground to 

highlight importance). 

Can use appropriate measuring methods to 

scale accurately. 

Begin to use sketchbook to develop self-

sourcing, research and own style. 

  

  

Year 6 Know that different techniques can be used 

to show tone, pattern, texture and mood. 

Know that different viewpoints and 

perspectives affect a shape’s appearance 

(profile of a face). 

Know that art is a form of self-expression. 

  

  

Can refine lines and shapes independently. 

Can confidently use a range of techniques to 

show tone, pattern, texture and mood. 

Able to use a wide range of tonal work using 

coloured pencils 

Can draw an object from different viewpoints 

using knowledge of perspective. 

Able to use sketchbook to develop: self-

sourcing, research and own style. 

  

  


