
Lighthouse Federation  
Curriculum Statement  - ART 

 

Intent 

At Lighthouse Federation, we value art deeply, acknowledging that is a universal language, and that it can be 

understood  by all people, no matter what their social, cultural, and political backgrounds. We believe that everyone 

has some artistic thread  and by providing our children with an engaging, inspiring and challenging curriculum, we 

want them to recognise their talents and  have the opportunity to grow in confidence and make a positive 

contribution to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation in later life.  We see art as a way of helping our 

children to flourish and develop spiritually as they wonder at the beauty of the world through art and the creativity 

of mankind.  

We acknowledge the value of art as a stand-alone subject but we also recognise its importance in contributing to the 

development of our pupils as part of the wider curriculum: 

- It helps us gain an insight and understanding of our own and other people’s history, society  and culture 

- It allows us to see things from different angles or from different perspective and teaches us objectivity and open-

mindedness. 

- It opens up a world of beauty and visual challenge. 

- It develops our critical skills and sense of reasoning and ability to debate. 

- It develops our understanding of diversity, nurturing respect for other cultures and beliefs. 

- It reflects our daily lives and the world in which we live at present 

- It helps us discover and understand things about ourselves 

- It develops creativity and innovation 

- It supports our understanding of the natural and physical worlds. 

Learning in art at Lighthouse Federation  is centred around four key concepts that are woven through our curriculum 

with the intent of helping the children better understand what it means to be human.  These are: 

 

The Subject of art, exploring the topic, focus,  image, person, object,  theme, feeling or an idea.  This will help the 

children to: 

 

- Understand the range of subjects that have been depicted through art and trends over time 

- Identify their own subject on which to base their art  

- Appreciate that art can be realistic or abstract 

- Develop powers of observation 

 

The Form of art, helping the children understand how art is made using materials and techniques. This will help the 

children to: 

 

- Become visually literate and use visual language appropriately such as line, tone, texture, composition, 

perspective  

- Develop creative and technical skills so that their ideas can be realised in 2D or 3D 

- Develop pupils’ design capability 

- Draw confidently from observation, memory and imagination 

- Explore and invent marks through the use of different media  

- Select and use materials, processes and techniques skilfully and creatively 



 

The Content of art explores why the art was made. This will help children to: 

 

- Develop their aesthetic sensibilities 

- Enable them to make informed judgements about art, reflecting on, analysing and critically evaluating their own 

work and that of others. 

- Have confidence and competence in interpreting visual images and artefacts, developing pupils’ ability to 

articulate and communicate ideas 

- Understand and use art as a means of communication and encourage the use of imagination and original thought 

- Use art to inform, inspire and interpret ideas, observations and feelings 

 

The Culture of art, developing an understanding of the importance of art through time and as part of human 

existence.  This will help children to: 

 

- Learn about the diverse roles and functions of art, craft and design in contemporary life, and in different times 

and cultures. 

- Encourage children to be able to respond knowledgeably to the work of other craftspeople, knowing that there 

are different kinds of art made for different purposes. 

- Provide opportunities to learn about the world in which we live. 

 

 

Implementation 

The skills and knowledge that children will develop throughout each art topic are mapped across each year group 

by the subject leader, with an emphasis on drawing, painting and clay work. This ensures that learning in these 

areas is progressive and allows children to build on previous learning, reaching high levels of understanding and 

competency.  Children are also introduced to other art medium and techniques such as print- making, textiles, 

digital art and 3D sculpture.  

Within each unit, the children understand the context of their work and will look at art created by other artists 

whilst learning the skills and techniques needed to become artists themselves.  

The art curriculum is supported through the availability of a wide range of quality resources, which are used to 

support children’s confidence in the use of different media.  

At Lighthouse Federation, Art is taught in every year group, once per week during one half of each term or in a block 

over the course of a week or fortnight: 

 

 Each unit of work begins with a key question that will be answered by the end of the unit 

 Teachers follow a clear progression of skills which ensures all pupils are challenged in line with their year group 

expectations and are given the opportunity to build on their prior knowledge. 

 During every unit of work, children  explore the work of a famous artist, movement or the art of a culture or period 

in history. 

 During each unit of work, children develop skills that will enable them to produce their own artwork to high 

standard. 

 Children  experience a wide range of tools, materials and high quality resources to practise their art skills and to 

complete their own pieces of work. 

 Every child has a  sketchbook to practise their skills, collect observations and develop ideas. 

 Key vocabulary is introduced and children will use this to articulate their ideas or comment on works of art. 

 

 

 

 



Impact 

Children will learn to value art as much as we do and will have a deep understanding  that art is an intrinsic part of 

humanity and has been in existence since time immemorial.  Art will play an important part in the lives of the 

children and they will have the confidence to produce art of their own, knowing that it has value and meaning. 

  

We measure the impact of our art curriculum through the following methods: 

 

 Our Formative Assessment processes within each lesson enables the children and teaching staff to understand 

the progress children are making against the learning objective.  

 Pupil responses to each unit’s key questions offers a review of the depth of their understanding within that 

subject. 

 Subject coordinators and the Senior Leadership team engage on Work Scrutiny and talk to the children about 

their learning. 

 Our management system, Pupil Asset, produce benchmarking reports on attainment each term 

 

Evidence to measure impact is also gathered through: 

• Analysing pupil engagement 

• Pupil voice 

• Parents’ voice 

• External reports and assessments 

• LA annual monitoring category 

• LA School annual comparative profile against local and national schools 

• Governors’ reports 

• Learning Reviews and Curriculum Health Checks – external review reports 

 


