
 

 

 

 

Intent 

Every child at Happisburgh CE VA Primary and Early Years School will be given the opportunities to  ‘live life in all its 

fullness’ through the delivery of an exciting and inspiring curriculum and through the teachings and appreciation of 

our key Christian Values.  We want the children who attend Happisburgh to have the attitudes, skills, knowledge and 

opportunities to become the very ‘best they can be’ and to leave primary school, equipped with the tools they need 

to continue their education and become productive and successful members of their chosen communities and the 

wider world. We want them to become outward-looking and to have the confidence to feel that they can make a 

difference and, through their actions, strive to make the world a better place.  

 

 The intent of our curriculum is to: 

 

 Enable the children to develop a strong sense of identity and belonging by learning about themselves, where they 

live, who lives amongst them, the location’s landscape and its history. 

 Support the children in recognising their own talents and, in time, knowing how to use these to build a successful 

future for themselves. 

 Develop in each child, an understanding of their place in the world and knowledge that they are part of this ‘big 

story’ of human existence, development and achievement. 

 Expose the children to the opportunities that are open to them as citizens of the world. 

 Acknowledge and be inspired by the talents of those who have gone before them and those who are making a 

difference to the world today. 

 Learn about the diversity of our society and develop a strong respect and appreciation of those around them and 

of those that have gone before them. 

 Prepare children for life in modern Britain 

 

Implementation  

 

We ensure that the National Curriculum is delivered in full and that  the children are taught the skills and knowledge 

they need to be successful in life.  The National Curriculum is embedded within a series of creative and stimulating 

topics that enthuse the children and support them in becoming life-long learners. 

Each topic incrementally builds knowledge and skills, allowing for the transference of  these from short-term to long-

term memory in line with cognitive load theory.  

Children move through the school, experiencing carefully planned schemas of knowledge that  develop and deepen 

understanding. 

 

Each unit of learning includes: 

 

 Key questions that we want the children to be able to answer by the end of the unit. 

 A sequence of lessons that clearly identify the knowledge we want the children to acquire and understand, 

delivered in tandem with the subject-specific skills we want them to develop. 

 Age appropriate learning objectives that are shared and understood by all children. 
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“Let your Light shine” Matthew 5:16 



 Careful links between subjects where appropriate, based within the context of the topic, to promote linked 

learning. 

 Built-in retrieval practice, referencing past learning and relevant links. 

 Concise vocabulary progression. 

 The use of quality resources including books, artefacts and technology. 

 

Threading through our topics, key concepts that develop and deepen as the children move through the school from 

Reception to Year 6 have been identified within each curriculum subject.  These concepts support the achievement 

of our educational aims and lead to the children’s understanding of themselves, each other and the world in which 

they live. 

 

Key thinking skills, based on Bloom’s Taxonomy are developed within all curriculum subjects. These build as the 

children’s understanding of concepts deepen.  Using this hierarchy of thinking skills,  teachers are able to evaluate 

the complexity of the learning tasks, increase the rigor of a lesson or simplify an activity to help personalise learning: 

 

Remember Understand  Apply  Analyse Evaluate  Create 

Exhibit memory of 
previously learned 
material by 
recalling facts, 
terms, basic 
concepts, and 
answers. 

Demonstrate 
understanding of 
facts and ideas by 
organizing, 
comparing, 
translating, 
interpreting, giving 
descriptions, and 
stating main ideas. 

Solve problems to 
new situations by 
applying acquired 
knowledge, facts, 
techniques and 
rules in a different 
way. 

Examine and break 
information into 
parts by 
identifying motives 
or causes. Make 
inferences and find 
evidence to 
support 
generalizations. 

Present and 
defend opinions by 
making judgments 
about information, 
validity of ideas, or 
quality of work 
based on a set of 
criteria. 

Compile 
information 
together in a 
different way by 
combining 
elements in a new 
pattern or 
proposing 
alternative 
solutions. 

 

Daily lessons incorporate Barak Rosenshine’s ‘Principles of Instruction’ to support the acquisition of knowledge and 

skills: 

 

Daily Review A recall of previous learning enables pupils to make connections to new learning and embeds 
knowledge into the long-term  memory. 

New material New knowledge is introduced in small steps,  building on previous learning so working memory 
is not overloaded. 

Ask Questions  Asking questions of the pupils allows the teacher to measure learning. 

Provide Models Modelling and thoughtful explanations by the teacher helps clarify the learning for the pupils. 

Guide Pupil Practice Teachers and pupils will rephrase, elaborate or summarise to support the transition of 
knowledge into long-term memory. 

Check Understanding Supporting pupils as they work allow for misconceptions to be addressed and extension 
activities to be offered. 

Obtain a high success rate Teachers will look for at least an 80% success rate and will adapt their delivery to ensure this is 
achieved. 

Scaffolding Scaffolds give additional support and guidance for those pupils, allowing them to work through a 
task step by step. 

Independent Practice This allows for over-learning and helps the new learning transfer into long-term memory.  

Regular reviews By recalling learning regularly, knowledge is embedded in long-term memory and can be more 
easily accessed.  

 

 

 

 



Our ‘school offer’ runs alongside the planned curriculum, enabling the children to challenge themselves, to go out 

into the world and to apply the knowledge and skills they have learnt in real contexts. These experiences include:  

school trips, sporting competitions, school productions, national awareness days, fundraising, forest and beach 

schools. 

 

Impact 

A robust and  fulfilling education is the right of every child at Happisburgh. Our curriculum design ensures that all 

children can access the learning offered and the needs of individual and small groups of children are met within 

the environment of high quality first teaching which is supported by targeted interventions where appropriate.  

The balance of the subjects within the curriculum enables all children to realise their strengths and talents.  This 

builds confidence and security in learning and supports children in taking risks and trying new things.  

Stimulating topics promote achievement, confidence and positive learning behaviours. Children are happy at 

school and enjoy sharing their learning with each other, with visitors and with their parents.  

 

We measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods: 

 

 Our Formative Assessment processes within each lesson enables the children and teaching staff to understand 

the progress children are making against the learning objective. 

 Pupil responses to each unit’s key questions offers a review of the depth of their understanding within that 

subject. 

 Subject coordinators and the Senior Leadership team engage on Work Scrutiny and talk to the children about 

their learning. 

 Outcomes for pupils are measured at the end of the Early Years (Early Learning Goals), Phonics Screening, Key 

Stage 1 and 2 SATs 

 Teachers assess progress and attainment for each year group on a termly basis 

 Our management system, Pupil Asset, produce benchmarking reports on attainment each term 

 

Evidence to measure impact is also gathered through: 

 

• Analysing pupil engagement in enrichment activities 

• Pupil voice 

• Parents’ voice 

• External reports and assessments 

• LA annual monitoring category 

• LA School annual comparative profile against local and national schools 

• Governors’ reports 

• Link advisers’ visit reports 

• Learning Reviews and Curriculum Health Checks – external review reports 
 

 


