
Happisburgh CE VA Primary & Early Years School 

Key Stage 1  RE Curriculum  

Cycle 1 

Term Focus Religion / 
World View 

Core question Core knowledge Curriculum links 

Autumn 1 Theology Christianity  What do Christians 
believe God is like? 
 
(Understanding Christianity) 

 Christians believe in God, and they find out about God 
in the Bible. 

 Christians believe God is loving, kind, fair and forgiving, 
and also Lord and King.  

 Some stories in the Bible show these Christian beliefs.  

 Christians worship God and try to live in ways that 
please him. 

Let’s Explore London 

 Through exploring the Monarchy 
in the UK understand why God is 
sometimes called ‘King’ or ‘Lord.’  

 Identify why Christians built such 
immense buildings in honour of 
God (St. Paul’s Cathedral) 

Autumn 2 Human Science Hinduism - Diwali 
Judaism - Hanukah 

How do festivals bring 
people together? 
How do Jews celebrate 
Hanukah? 
 
(Unit plan) 

 Recognise the meanings of the term Christian, Jew and 
Hindu.  

 Recognise practices associated with the festivals of 
Christmas, Hanukah and Diwali.  

 Recognise ways in which a celebration can encourage a 
sense of belonging within a faith community. 

 

 London today- understanding the 
different faiths practising in 
London and their festivals – 
Chinese New Year, ‘Light up the 
Night (Diwali), Eid at Trafalgar 
Square. 

 

Term Focus Religion / 
World View 

Core question Core knowledge Curriculum links 

Spring 1 Philosophy  Multi-faith  Can kindness change 
the world? 

 To understand how the terms love and kindness are 
linked. 

 To know how religions promote acts of kindness and to 
understand why. 

 To know of religious figures in history who have 
promoted love and kindness. 

 To demonstrate how love and kindness and taking care 
of our environment  can change the world. 

Pole to Pole 

 How climate change is affecting 
our world and our 
responsibilities to look after 
God’s world.  

Spring 2 Theology  Christianity  Why does Easter matter 
to Christians? 
 
(Understanding Christianity) 

 Easter is very important in the ‘big story’ of the Bible 

  Jesus showed that he was willing to forgive all people, 
even for putting him on the cross. 

 Christians believe Jesus builds a bridge between God 
and humans. 

 Christians believe Jesus rose again, giving people hope 
of a new life. 

 

 



Term Focus Religion / 
World View 

Core question Core knowledge Curriculum links 

Summer 1 Human Science Multi-faith Why is water important 
in the world of religion? 

 To know how water is used in religion – baptism, 
blessing, cleansing / purifying / ablutions. 

 To understand the life-giving powers of water – Jesus as 
‘the living water.’ 

 To know of the destructive force of water – the Great 
Flood. 

 To know of bodies of water with religious significance – 
Sea of Galilee, River Ganges etc.  

Seasides & Shipwrecks 

 The destructive power of water – 
Noah and the Great Flood – and 
how we have protected our 
coast from this. 

 To explore how the sea was / is 
used for baptism. 

Summer 2 Philosophy Christian How did the world 
come to be? 
 
(Unit plan) 

 God created the universe.  

 The Earth and everything in it are important to God.  

 God has a unique relationship with human beings as 
their Creator and Sustainer.  

 Humans should care for the world because it belongs to 
God. 

 To learn how the sea was 
created on the 3

rd
 day. 

 To learn about the creatures God 
placed in the oceans. 

 How we can better protect the 
ocean environments. 

 

Cycle 2 

 

Term Focus Religion / 
World View 

Core question Core knowledge Curriculum Links 

Autumn 1 Philosophy Multi-faith What is right and what 
is wrong? 
 
 

 To determine what we believe is right and wrong. 

 To decide whether religion helps people to be good. 

 To connect values with the religious beliefs of goodness. 

 To know of the 10 commandments and rules for living. 

 To understand how those without faith believe in right 
and wrong. 

Memory Box 

 To compare discipline in Victorian 
schools with discipline today. 

 To compare values of the past with 
values today. 

 

Autumn 2 Theology Christianity Why does Christmas 
matter to Christians? 
 
(Understanding Christianity) 

 Christians believe that Jesus is God and that he was born 
as a baby in Bethlehem.  

 The Bible points out that his birth showed that he was 
extraordinary (for example, he is worshipped as a king, in 
Matthew) and that he came to bring good news (for 
example, to the poor, in Luke). 

  Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth; Advent for Christians is 
a time of getting ready for Jesus’ coming. 

Memory Box 

 How does our Christmas compare 
to that of our parents / 
Grandparent? 

 

  

 



Term Focus Religion / 
World View 

Core question Core knowledge Curriculum links 

Spring 1 Theology Christianity What is the good news 
Jesus brings? 
 
(Understanding Christianity) 

 Christians believe Jesus brings good news for all people.  

 For Christians, this good news includes being loved by 
God, and being forgiven for bad things.  

 Christians believe Jesus is a friend to the poor and 
friendless.  

 Christians believe Jesus’ teachings make people think 
hard about how to live and show them the right way. 

Out of this world 

 Connect the exploration of 
humans with the spread of 
Christianity.   

 To link the theme of journeys with 
the final destination – The 
Kingdom of Heaven 

Spring 2 Human Science Judaism How is Passover 
celebrated today? 

 Recognise that Passover (Pesach) is a Jewish festival.  

 The story of the Passover in the context of Exodus.  

 The importance of Moses within Judaism. 

 What is the Seder Meal.  

 Symbolism of each part of the Seder plate (bitter herbs, 
Charoset, Karpas, Zeroah, Beitzah and Three Matzot)  

 Jewish family traditions related to Passover.  

 Identify ways in which Passover can have an impact on 
Jewish daily life and family.  

 Identify evidence of religion and belief especially in the 
local area (through visit to Synagogue/Visiting Jew). 

 Connect the journey of the 
Hebrews out of Israel with the 
need for humankind to find a 
better place to live. 

 

Term Focus Religion / 
World View 

Core question Core knowledge Curriculum links 

Summer 1 Philosophy Multi-faith What do my senses tell 
me about the world of 
religion? 
 
(Unit plan) 

 Know the  five senses (see, hear, smell, touch, taste) 

 Know how we use our senses to investigate worship in 
different religious traditions.  

 Know how to use our senses to justify a belief that we 
hold. 

 Know of some worship practices, e.g. Hindu Puja  

 Know how religion is represented in art, e.g. Murti 

 Know how smell – incense is used as part of Hindu 
worship at a shrine 

 Know of foods associated with religions  

 Ask “I wonder …” questions about the world around us.  

Dragons, Castles & Kings 

 Listen to medieval religious 
music. 

 How did medieval people 
celebrate God through art? 

Summer 2 Human Science Christianity How do Christians 
belong to their faith 
family? 
 
(Unit plan) 

 Recognise that some people call themselves Christians 
because they belong to a faith family. 

 Identify how Christians beliefs impact on their worship 
and sense of belonging.  

 The importance of worshiping together on a Sunday 
and the artefacts that are used during worship. 

Dragons, Castles & Kings 

 Find out how castles would have 
a chapel for prayer. 

 Explore the building of our local 
churches in the times of the 
Normans. 



 How First Communion, Christenings and Baptisms show 
Christians belong to their faith family and the use of 
light and water in these ceremonies. 

 The different symbols (cross/fish) that show belonging.  

 


