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       17 December 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers,  

 
We have finally reached the end of the Autumn Term which, I have to say, has been quite eventful.  We have 
experienced some real challenges this term but also some wonderful experiences with the children, who have 
been absolute superstars throughout.   
 
It is certainly time for a break and I hope that, alongside the festivities and the excitement, there will be some 
rest and relaxation for everyone.   
 
It is a sad time for us as we say goodbye to Mrs Wallace who, I know, will be sorely missed, particularly by 
the children in Oak class.  I am sure that you would like to join me in thanking her for all her hard work and 
wish her every success in the future. 
 

New daily structure 

Looking forward to January, I would like to make you aware of a slight change to the school day.  We have 
invested in a new phonics programme called ‘All Aboard Phonics’ which we will shall start delivering in the 
New Year.  In order for us to coordinate this successfully, children throughout the school have now been 
assessed and put into groups to access specialised lessons in either phonics, reading or spelling and 
grammar.   This will mean that children will be moving to different locations through the school to join their 
allocated groups between 11:15 and 12:00 each day. 
 

The school mornings will now look like this: 

 

8:40 – 8:50   Children arrive and go into class 

9:00   Lesson 1 

10:00   Brain break 

10:05  Lesson 2 

11:00   Play time 

11:15   Phonics / reading / spelling / grammar 

12:00   Lunch time 

 

We shall inform you of where your child has been placed in the New Year and give you an overview of the 
learning that will be provided for them.  
 

PE 

PE will start immediately after the Christmas break so please could we ask that the children come into school 
on the 6 January wearing their PE kits.  (Please be reminded that the children will be taking an extra day’s 
holiday on the 5 January in lieu of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee later in the year). 
 

Free School Meals over School Holidays 
Children and young people who are eligible for means-tested free school meals will receive food vouchers 
over the Christmas 2021-22 and February 2022 half-term holidays. The EdenRed vouchers can be used at 
any supermarket. Over the Christmas holidays, each eligible child will receive £55 in vouchers and at half-
term they will receive £15. 
 

 

http://www.happisburgh.norfolk.sch.uk/


Covid  

Please find below, a paragraph from the most recent Government guidance regarding Covid-19: 
 
From 14 December, a new national approach to daily testing for contacts of COVID-19 has been introduced. 
All adults who are fully vaccinated and children aged 5 to18 years and 6 months, identified as a contact of 
someone with COVID-19 – whether Omicron or not – should take an LFD test every day for 7 days instead 
of self-isolating. Children under five years old do not need to take part in daily testing for contacts of COVID-
19 and do not need to isolate. 
 
Once notified by Test and Trace as a close contact, all eligible staff, pupils and students are strongly 
recommended to take a LFD each day for 7 days and report the results through the online reporting 
system and to their setting. If they test negative, they can continue to attend their education setting. Outside 
of the education setting, they should continue to follow national guidance. This approach should also be 
adopted over the Christmas holiday and on return in January.” 
 
Staff will continue to take lateral flow tests twice a week through the holiday and will then take a test 
immediately before returning to school in January. A very big Thank You to Mr Bricknell has very kindly 
offered to ‘fog’ the school during the holiday so we can be assured that we get off to a good, safe start in the 
Spring term.   
 

New e-mail addresses 

I would like to inform you that the school’s e-mails have now changed and you should contact us using the 
following addresses: 
 
officehps@lighthousefederation.norfolk.sch.uk  

head@lighthousefederation.norfolk.sch.uk 

 

Messages sent to the old e-mails will be forwarded to the above addresses so we will not miss any. 

 

Please could I ask that the staff are given the opportunity to have a good break from school and a much 
deserved rest over the holiday period.  If you need to contact the school for any reason, please could you 
contact us using the above e-mails, which will be viewed periodically over the Christmas break.  
 
Thank you 

Finally, can I thank you for your continued support and patience over the past term.  It hasn’t been easy and 
we have suffered a lot of illness and scrutiny.  The staff have been particularly stoic and have needed to 
adjust to continuous change at short notice and I would like to thank them whole-heartedly for their flexibility 
and resilience.   I am sure that the staff would also like me to thank you, on their behalf, for the kind gifts and 
cards that have been sent into school over the past couple of weeks.  
 

I would like to apologise once again for not being able to share our Nativity and usual Christmas celebrations 
this year due to Covid and the continuous illness and shortage of ‘actors.’ Despite the current headlines 
however, we will remain ever-optimistic and look forward to recovering a sense of normality at some point in 
the New Year.  
 
Have a lovely Christmas, one and all.  Stay safe and we shall look forward to starting a new chapter in 
January.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
Kathryn Jackson 

Headteacher 
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