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The School terms finishes at 3:15 on Wednesday 18 December. We wish you all a very happy 

and healthy Christmas and New Year. We look forward to seeing you back on  

Monday 6 January. 

Clubs 

Just a reminder that there are no after school clubs week 
commencing Monday 16 December, apart from Karate, 

which will run as normal on Tuesday 17 December. 

Breakfast Club will open as usual. 

Great Ormond Street Hospital  

Pop-Up Fundraiser. 

Thank you for all your support.   

The girls raised an amazing £56.50  on the day.  A fantastic 

achievement. 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

Although this is our final newsletter of the year,  there is still so much happening here at school and our final 3 days are 

going to be very busy.  We still look forward to our Infant Nativity and Christmas parties next week and I don’t doubt that 

there is still learning to be done. 

We have recently held our final Celebration Assemblies, so I’d like to say another  big ‘Well Done’ to all those children 

who received a special award.  However, when I asked how many children had already received an award during the 

term, a bountiful amount of hands went up.  The children have produced some wonderful work since September and they 

have conducted themselves so well. I was particularly pleased to hear how well behaved they were during the trip to the 

Circus.  Each one of them should be very proud of their achievements this term. 

Finally, all this good work, good behaviour and the special events don’t occur by themselves so I’d like to  thank all of the 

staff, volunteers and the Friends  for their hard work and commitment to the children and the school.  I’m sure it hasn’t 

been easy having a head teacher who is here one day and not the next but everyone has pulled together and kept the 

school ticking over very nicely.  

Thank you also for your continuing support and good humour. I know that Christmas will be a very busy time for your all 

but I hope that you manage to find some peace and time to relax with your families and friends. 

Have a wonderful Christmas and we will see back on the 6th January 2020. 
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Silver Birch News 
 
This month has seen us finish our diaries written as Samuel Pepys, to make them look old we 
‘tea bagged’ the paper and ripped the edges. They are displayed in the corridor outside our 
classroom. Please have a read, we are very proud of them.   
 
We have continued our learning in maths by adding 2 digit numbers to a 1 digit number. We 
began by using a number line then moved on to drawing our own because we know our 
number  bonds to 10 we were able to make the first jump to the nearest 10 and then jump in 
1’s or 2’s. 
 
In Science we have been thinking of ways to keep healthy, we linked this to the Great Fire of 
London by planning a plate of food we might bury like Samuel Pepys. Since then we have 
thought about more healthy options and ways to look after ourselves like brushing our teeth, 
washing and keeping fit. 
  
As well as all of our learning around our topic we have learnt the songs for our Nativity, 
practised our lines and will be ready to perform it on Monday 16

th
 December at 2pm we hope 

as many of you as possible can come and watch.  

Cherry Tree News 

We have been busy with all things festive in Cherry Tree! 

Thank you to everyone who came and joined us for our Christmas craft themed afternoon.  The 

children helped to prepare for this by mixing, cutting and baking their own salt 

dough to create home-made decorations to decorate.  In class, the children 

have used their growing writing and computing skills to work on some secret Christmas projects! 

There has been a lot of Christmas themed maths, with a focus on number.  We have been: 

recognising numbers on a dice, counting objects on Christmas trees,  counting out amounts to 10, 

working out 1 more or 1 less to numbers to 10, singing lots of counting rhymes, recognising numbers 

from advent calendars (and how they relate to the date) and counting sleeps until Christmas! 

In our English and RE, we have been learning all about the Nativity story and understanding why 

Christmas is such an important time for Christians.  We have created our own nativity scenes from 

play dough and clay, and will be learning how mince pies are related to the Nativity story. 

As well as all of this, the children in Cherry Tree and Silver Birch have been working hard in 

practising songs and remembering lines for their Nativity play on Monday 16
th
 December.  They 

are excited to perform it for an audience and we hope you are able to join us to support them. 

Oak News 

This month Oak have been working to become skilled at converting units of measurement, including for Y6 the 

conversion of miles to kilometre and vice-versa – always useful for trips to Europe! 

In our writing we have been creating or retelling a myth as part of the work on Ancient Greece. This was a task that, as 

well as creativity, required skills of word-processing, editing and consideration of how the work looks on the page – 

spacing, justification, headings and font selection. 

We had a visit from the Dogs Trust, who ran a very good workshop on how to greet and interact with dogs. The 

presenter was very impressed with their knowledge of dealing with dogs, although she thought they were very quiet! 

With the rest of the school, we went to the Hippodrome to see their Christmas show. As always, the children were well 

behaved and enjoyed the experience. There were particularly loud gasps from those sitting with me when it looked like 

the high rope act was going to need to be caught as he flew towards us. 

Having suffered from a series of nasty coughs and colds earlier in the term our attendance has been very strong this 

month – well done. 



Christmas Party Lunch—Wednesday 18 December 

We are having a Christmas Party on the last day of term. Norse are providing a special Christmas party lunch 

menu option.  Any donations of crisps and/or biscuits/cakes would be gratefully received. Thank you 

Trees and Greenery 

Friends are welcoming donations for the two Christmas trees outside the front of school currently. These can be 

picked up from Monday onwards.  Please help yourself to the greenery outside. 

Thank you, Friends. 

Horse Chestnut News 

As we come to the end of the Autumn term and reflect upon our learning, I am so proud of the achievements made. 

The children have immersed themselves in the Stone Age and have gained so much 

knowledge and skills throughout their curriculum subjects.  

We have been writing our own Stone Age maths problems and using all four operations to 

solve these together.  This created a buzz of discussion and collaboration in the classroom.  

We have continued our learning around fossils by learning about the 

famous fossil hunter Mary Anning.  We have learnt about her life and the impact she has had on our 

understanding of our world and how it has evolved. 

We have investigated Stonehenge and discussed the possible uses Stone Age people would have 

had for building such a structure.   

The art work for our calendars is based upon Stonehenge.  We have used brusho inks and a variety of techniques to 

create a moonlit or sunlit sky and imposed silhouettes of Stonehenge on these.  I know these will look stunning on 

your walls at home. 

We are closing the term by discussing changes and developments from the Stone Age to the Iron Age.  We are 

learning about Skara Brae in Scotland and looking at the evidence that has survived 

to understand more about how these people lived. 

We were lucky enough to visit Happisburgh church to make 

Christingles for the church service. 

 

Attachments 

 

 Letter regarding Oak Class Teacher 

 Norse ‘At the Movies’ lunch on 16 
January 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I am writing to inform you that Mr Castle will be leaving us at February half-term to pursue other   
opportunities and interests outside of education. 

 I want you to know that we are in the process of advertising the post, and will be interviewing soon 
so that we can get the best possible candidate and continue to provide outstanding education in our 
Y5/6 Classroom. We will ensure that any candidate we consider has the appropriate experience 
and will continue the excellent provision that Mr Castle has established within KS2. 

Mr Castle has played an important role within our school. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Mr Castle for his hard work and dedication to our school for the last 2½ years. The children, 
staff and Governors will all miss him and we wish him every success for the future. 

If you have any worries or concerns about this, then please do not hesitate to come and see me. 

Yours faithfully 

 
 
 

 
Kathryn Jackson 
Head of School 
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